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CHAPTER 68-5 RULES RELATING TO 
NON-NATIVE SPECIES
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68A-23.008 Non-native Aquatic Species

68A-12.002 Non-protected mammals and birds

68A-25.002 Tortoises

372.98, F.S. Nutria

370.081, F.S. - nonindigenous marine species

68-5 – RULES RELATING TO 
NON-NATIVE SPECIES
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RESTRICTED, 13 CATEGORIES
PROHIBITED, 15 CATEGORIES

68A-12.002 Non-protected mammals and birds
armadillo, black rat, house mouse, 
English sparrow, starling

68A-25.002 Parasite-free certification
Leopard, African spurred, [Bell’s hingeback] tortoises

372.98, F.S.

Nutria

370.081, F.S. - nonindigenous marine fishes

68A-23.008 Non-native Aquatic Species

Stonefishes, Weeverfishes, Sea Snakes
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68A-23.008 Repealed July 1, 2007
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68A-25.006 Venomous reptiles

68A-6 Captive Wildlife 
January 1, 2008
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68A-25.002 Venomous Reptiles

68A-6 Captive Wildlife  
January 1, 2008
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68A-25.002 Non-native tortoises

68-5 Non-native species
July 1, 2007
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68-5 – RULES RELATING TO NON-NATIVE SPECIES

• No person shall transport into the state, 
introduce, or possess, for any purpose 
that might reasonably be expected to 
result in liberation into the state, any 
freshwater fish, marine plant, marine 
animal, or wildlife species not native to 
the state, without having secured a 
permit from the Commission 
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68-5 – RULES RELATING TO NON-NATIVE SPECIES

• Unless otherwise prohibited by 
Title 68, all species of freshwater 
aquatic life and wild animal life 
not native to Florida may be 
taken with no restrictions.
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CONDITIONAL SPECIES:
Red-eared slider

• Permit required
• Current owners grandfathered
• Exports may continue
• Albino/amelanistic specimens exempted
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PROHIBITED SPECIES:
Gambian Pouch Rat

• No personal possession
• Conforms to FDA/CDC rule


