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June 3, 2009
Interested Parties:

This letter is intended to provide interested parties an update on recent citizen inguiries and
concerns relating to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s (FWC)
manatee protection zones within the North and Northwest Forks of the Loxahatchee River.
As you may know, last summer FWC corrected a number of uniform waterway markers on
the Loxahatchee River that were inconsistent with the rule language in the Florida
Administrative Code. Our on-water evaluation of the North and Northwest Forks of the
Loxahatchee River within both Palm Beach and Martin Counties has determined that the
current uniform waterway markers now legally depict the Florida Administrative Rules for
these areas. These corrected markers have caused the public to comment to FWC and local
governmental entities, Florida Inland Navigation Distriet (FIND) and Jupiter Inlet Navigation
District (JID). FWC has received public comments both in appreciation of the corrected
waterway markers and in opposition of them. Many boaters have requested that they be able
to travel faster than slow speed in areas on the Loxahatchee that are now, as consistent with
the rule, marked slow speed. Through consultations with F\WC marine law enforcement
oflficials, FIND and JID we have come up with the following remedies that are consistent
with the Florida Administrative Code, public safety, and are responsive to public comment.
If approved and permitted by the United States Coast Guard, marking certain channel systems
within the Loxahatchee would aid in navigation and allow some of the channels to have
lessened restrictions. The following summarizes future actions related to the Loxahatchee
River which we believe will enhance vessel operator compliance and law enforcement
efforts:

North Fork of the Loxahatchee River - Palm Beach County (Tequesta Bridge to county
line}:

JID staff will recommend to their board that they apply for a permit to mark a navigation
channel within the North Fork of the Loxahatchee River in Palm Beach County extending
from the Tequesta Bridge north to a location approximately at the county line. Based on joint
water evaluations between FWC and JID, it is agreed that a navigational channel may be
safely marked in this area due to its width and lack of blind corners. FWC will assist JID in
the permitting process, We anticipate this project to be completed sometime this summer.

If a channel is permitted and installed consistent with the anticipated JIID recommendation,
FWC will replace the south-facing sign currently located at the Tequesta Bridge which reads
“Slow Speed Minimum Wake Entire North Fork™ with a sign that reads “Marked Channel
Exempt Slow Speed Minimum Wake out of Marked Channel.”

Nortih Fork of the Loxahatehee River - Martin County (north of county line}:

Based on our on-water evaluations, configuration of the waterway, and shoaling, this segment
of the waterway, from the county line narth, is not suitable for a marked navigation channel.
Therefore, from the county ling upriver the waterway will remain posted as “Slow Speed
Minimum Wake."
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Northwest Forle of the Loxahaichee River - Palm Beach County (Navigalion Aid #16 to

counly line):

JID stall will recommend to their board that they request & permit amendment to atlow for
the installation of several navigation channel murkers (pilings or buoys) beiween Red
Channel Marker #14 and a selected location south of the county line {and south of the banyan
tree). These markers will allow for safe normal operation in the wider portion of the
Northwest Fork sauth of the banyan tree. The waterway avound the banyan tree will remain
regulated at “*Slow Speed Minimurn Wake™ duc to the blind corner and its location within the
year-round 3T "Slow Speed Minimwn Wake™ buffer zone, FAWC will assist JID in the
permitling process. I the permit amendment proceeds and a channel is marked, FWC will
relocite the double piling marker installation near the banyan tree to align with the new
proposed northern niuvigation aid advising bodters of the channel-exempt repulation. We
anticipate this project to be completed sormetime this summer.

Northwesl Fork of the Loxahatchee River - Martin County (Istand ¥¥ay Bridge soulh to

county line}:

FW on-water evaluations show that the waterway south of the Island Way Bridge 1o the
vicinity of the banyin tree is not conducive 1o & marked navigation channel. This area is
rarrow and contains numerous blind corners. Duoe to changes in water depihis and shoaling
the presence of a high-spead navigation chanoel would present a boating sileiy concern,
especially for vsers unfamiliar with the waterway, This segment of the river is not a safe
witerway in which to install navigation channels, therefore it will remain as currently
marked: “Slow Speed Minimum Wake.”

Northwest Fork of the Loxahatehee River - Martin County (Island YWay Bridge north to

Jonathan Dickinson State Park Boundary}:

FWC will consult with other state and federal entities that have regolatery jurisdiction over
current uniform waterway markers and aids to navigation within this area. Additionally,
W will canduci a full evaleation on the potential 1o safely post a navigation channel in this
segment of the river. Any determination to post channel markers, including types and
lecations, will be coordinalcd between all regulatory partics. Additionally, FWC will notify
intergsted mermbers of the public pending a final decision. We anticipate this project to be
completed during the Tall of 2009,

In closing, FWC believes thut the actions outlined above will provide the Tistest ralief to
users of the waterway while complying with current laww. In the event that the
administrative rules are modified other changes within the Losahatehee could occur,
however, rule modifications must undergo extensive public comment and data collection
and can take several years 1o complete,

In December 20607, FWC approved a Manatee Management Plan (MM} to guide the
drency's aclions over the coming years. One of the actions peesent in the plun is to review
existing manatee protection rules. (See http/fnytwe.com/manates to review the MMP.)
Bised on the criteria for review in the MMP, the BMartin County rule is not on the short-
teem list of counties o be reviewed (largely hecause of the need for updated data), bat it
will be reviewed in the fulure. We will notify everyone on our mailing list anytime
changes 1o this rule are cansidered.



[nterested Parties:

Page 3

June 3, 2009
FWC is sympathetic to the concerns of the public and the recreational users of these
waterways. Please know that FWC will work with JID and any other entity that chooses to
pursue the process of marking navigation channels in the Loxahatchee River. In addition,
we will keep the public advised of the process through our web site
{(httpe/fmyfwe.convbaating).

Flease call Dawn Griffin of my staff at 830-488-5600 if you have any questions or need
further assistance.

Sincerely,

Major Paul Ouellette
Division of Law Enforcement
Boating and Waterways Section

PO/dg

Attachments: Rules 68C-22.002, 68C-22.009, and 68C-22.024 FAC



