


A rustic, back-to-nature experience
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission’s (FWC) Outdoor Adventure Camp, at 
the Ocala Conservation Center, occupies a 57-acre 

peninsula, rich 
in history and 
wildlife on Lake 
Eaton in the 
Ocala National 
Forest. Facilities 
are rustic, yet 
comfortable, with 
air-conditioned 
cabins and 
dining hall. An 
experienced camp 
staff, teamed 
together with 

knowledgeable FWC employees and volunteers, 
provide educational, fun-filled learning experiences for 
your child.

We’ve conducted action-packed summer 
adventures for more than 50 years. Every year, we 
provide hundreds of campers the necessary skills and 
knowledge to become better sportsmen and women, 
while instilling an awareness of firearm safety and 
wildlife stewardship. Boys and girls, ages 9 to 16, are 
invited to attend a one-week camp session, running 
from Sunday through Friday.

Registration is only $295 per child. This fee 
includes all meals, lodging, equipment and 
instructional materials. 

Camp information	
The FWC operates the Outdoor Adventure Camp 
as a public service. Many campers want to attend; 
however, registration is limited to 115 persons each 
week, so make your summer camp plans and register 
early.

The camp is staffed with responsible program 
coordinators, instructors and counselors. 
Unfortunately, our small staff is not qualified to 
handle children with severe or unusual medical or 
emotional challenges.

Registration begins Monday, Feb. 2, 2009. 
Registration forms must include full payment and be 
sent to the Ocala Conservation Center. Your $295 fee 
is payable by check or money order to the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Credit card 
payment is available by calling 352-625-2804 during 
normal business hours. There is a seven percent 
nonrefundable fee for credit card users only. Campers 
sent home for disciplinary reasons are not eligible 
for a refund. Please send a copy of your child’s birth 
certificate with payment.    

Applications are 
acknowledged by 
return mail to the 
address provided on 
the registration form. 
Upon registration, a 
confirmation packet will 
be sent, including the 
assigned camp week, 
medical examination 
form, list of what to and 
not to bring and directions 
to the camp. Due to the 
tremendous volume of 
camp registrations, verbal 
confirmations will not be 
given nor accepted.

Physical examinations are required for each 
child. The medical form included in your confirmation 
packet must be completed by a licensed physician. A 
documented physical exam, such as for sports, may be 
substituted if it has been completed within one year 
of the date your camper is scheduled to attend. The 
completed medical examination form, or other physical 
examination documentation, must be presented to the 
camp medical director during registration on the first 
day of camp. Campers will not be admitted to camp 
without their completed examination forms.

Parents/guardians must furnish transportation for 
their child to and from camp.  

Registration check-in is from 3 to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. Pickup time is from 4 to 6 p.m. on Friday.

PIONEERS – wildlife and conservation (Ages: 9-11)
Pioneers learn about wild things and wild places in the country’s southern-most national forest. This basic program teaches 
wildlife concepts such as predator/prey relationships and habitat protection through fun hands-on activities to inspire ethical and 
environmentally responsible behavior. Campers participate in hikes, outdoor educational games, natural arts and crafts and other 
biologically based activities with a conservation theme. Campers are introduced to other outdoor activities such as orienteering, 
basic survival skills, emergency field first aid, canoeing, swimming and fishing. Pioneers are further exposed to the fundamentals 
of archery and firearm safety with shooting sports activities.

PATHFINDERS – hunter safety (Ages: 9-14)
Pathfinders is our most popular and innovative program, teaching campers how to be safe, knowledgeable and responsible 
hunters. Successful completion of this program exceeds the requirements for Florida’s Hunter Safety certification. This program 
is led by certified FWC Hunter Safety instructors and focuses on game, hunting and basic outdoor skills. Campers increase their 
understanding about game populations, habitats and their role as conservationists of these resources. Pathfinder participants 
gain knowledgeby developing hunting and firearm safety skills that are used for a lifetime. This program includes range time in 
shotgun, rifle, muzzleloading and archery instruction. Campers also participate in fishing, canoeing and other traditional camp 
activities. 

OUTFITTERS – hunting skills (Ages: 12-14)
Outfitters picks up where the Pathfinders leave off. After the participants successfully complete their Hunter Safety certification, 
they’re eligible to participate in this exciting hunting-skills adventure. Participants explore hunting with a special emphasis placed 
on deer, turkey and waterfowl hunting. They’ll acquire knowledge of techniques in pursuing quarry. Outfitters will learn about 
equipment, strategies and safety while afield, as well as spend time on the ranges, participating in shooting activities as related 
to the Youth Hunter Education Challenge. Upon completion of the camper week, the participants will be able to identify wildlife 
signs and calls and understand techniques and biological principles related to deer, turkey and waterfowl, including the technique 
of aging and scoring whitetail deer and turkey. Campers also participate in fishing, swimming, canoeing and other traditional 
camp activities.

SAFARI – wilderness outdoor skills (Ages: 13-16)
This new program is sponsored by the African Safari Club of Florida Inc. The curriculum takes you from the classroom to the field 
and teaches the participants outdoor skills and environmental awareness about our changing ecosystem. The Safari students 
examine wildlife habitat through hands-on experiences, learn outdoor and hunter ethics, participate in shooting sports activities, 
hike on the Florida Trail and swim to name a few of the activities.  Campers take a canoe challenge down the Ocklawaha River 
and through a cypress swamp system, where they will camp overnight in the Ocala National Forest. This program exposes our 
future leaders to a variety of outdoor experiences for which they can make informed decisions on future environmentally sensitive 
issues. The Safari program is for the ardent camper and challenges the participants with rewarding results. Participants must 
have successfully completed their Hunter Safety certification to apply for this program. A desire for the out-of-doors with previous 
camp experience is helpful.   

2009 summer programs

2009 schedule
Week 1	 June 14-19
Week 2	 June 21-16
Week 3	 June 28-July 3
Week 4	 July 12-17
Week 5	 July 19-24 
Week 6	 July 26-31

Registration
Starting Feb. 2, 2009, registration begins. You may 
send in your registration form to:
Ocala Outdoor Adventure Camp
P.O. Box 2516
Silver Springs, FL 34489

Or register by calling 352-625-2804. This 
enables immediate confirmation of acceptance 
in a program with the convenience of credit card 
payment (a seven percent fee is assessed for credit 
card users). All applications are acknowledged by 
return mail.


