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Introduction to the Cooperative Conservation Blueprint

The purpose of this paper is to provide a thorough review of options available to
landowners in Florida that can bring value to their lands when those lands are left in
primarily their natat or agricultural condition. A primary goal of the Cooperative
Conservation Blueprint, as well as the Century Commission for a Sustainable Florida and the
Defenders of Wildlife, is to help Florida landowners retain value and ownership in their
lands in ader to keep those lands from converting to more intensive uses.

By maintaining a sufficient and sustainable amount of natural and rural open space in the

|l andscape, FIl oridads critical natur al resou
servies provided by ecosystems such as forests and wetlands, can be sustained well into the
coming centuries. In partnership with the array of public conservation lands to support

Fl oridads environment, a heal t hworkisgtlandsk of pr
must also be maintained for the production of food and fiber, and uphold the economic

asset that Florida agriculture represents.

In order to maintain that economy and the natural resource base that supports all of the
activities and qualitf life in Florida, landowners must be able to create and obtain value
from their landholdings. The objective of this report is to provide a snapshot of and guide
to obtaining the most relevant incentives for landowners across Florida, by virtye of state
local and federal programs, grants and policies, to maintain and bring additional value to
their lands.

This report lists all known existiRpridaand federal incentives, and a selection of local
options, and is the most comprehensive account ohdtddkdate. There are likely far

more local measures and practices that exist among county and municipal governments in
Floridaand elsewhereand those incentives are being further investigated and tracked for
future iterations of the report.



CONSERVATION INCENTIVES TOOLKIT
A How-To Use Guide

The goal of the Conservation Incentives Toolkit is to provide landowners and others
interested in undertaking conservation actions on their land an easily accessible guide to the
incentive meclmesms, funding opportunities, and technical support programs available for
these projects.

The Conservatioimcentives Toolkitollows a taxonomy modified from a Defenders of
Wildlife report published i n 26i%6. This rep
Conservation: An Ecological and Economic Ass
incentives available to private landowners and assesses the effectiveness of these spending
programs for meeting biological conservation goals. Consercainineés include any

policy, program, institution or economic instrument that motaradesssistandownerso

conserve and/or restore native spehmsitatandecosystem functions on their land. In

the Toolkit we have simplified the terms anditiefis used in the taxonomy to make them

more user friendly. We have also added several additional categories to encompass funds
available for land acquisition and national and state grant programs and included a glossary
explaining the different categsrin the back of the report.

TheToolkit includes a Charteport, andslossary that should be used together. The

programs arksted in the Gart by the major category and subcatégeyybest fit

Additional compatibleategories are listed in thibof@ing column.Next is availability for

use by various types of landowners, availability in Florida, and availability to state, county or
municipal government, with website locations and statutory language included in the last two
columns.

Major categaes includéandAcquisitionGrant programsConservatiomlternatives,
Propertylncentives, MrketBased programsinancial ncentivesJax Incentives, and

Assistance programs. Referencing the chart is the first step to determine which programs a
landavnermay be eligible to use. Once a progmapnograms of interest haveen

identifieda Bndowner should move on to thepRrt for further details about eligibility,

how to use the program, and where to go for more informatiendossary provides

definitions and help in understanding some of theniiafiaterminology used in the Chart

and Report.

Vi
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For

Private For Statute or Rule
CONSERVATION AND Land- | Agency, i | oDink to exact vo
owners State, Program Website or section and pa
INCENTIVES Additional | Pg | In or County, or application number of Federal
PROGRAMS Categories | # | FL | NGO | Local Gov't information statute
I. LAND ACQUISITION 2.1
ARTICLE VI,
| _ SECTION 3(g),
1.2008 Tax and Budget Reform Commi Conservation Not Available at this | Constitution of the Stat
Update Easement 21| Yes| Yes Yes time Florida
Not Available at this
2.County Land Acquisition Programs | Grants 2.1 Yes| No Yes www.tpl.org time
http://www.leg.state.fl.u
_ o _ s/Statutes(search
3.Florida Forever Act Land Acquisition | Conservation http://www.dep.state.| Florida Statutes
Program,2008 Legislative Update Easement 2.2| Yes| Yes Yes fl.us/lands 259.105
Conservation
_ Easement, http://www.fws.gov/la
4.The Land and Water Conservation Fy Grant http://www.nps.gov/l | ws/lawsdigest/lwcons.h
(LWCF) Programs 2.2 Yes| No Yes wcf mi
I1. GRANTS 2.4
Land
_ _ Acquisition, EDU, http://www.nfwf.org | Not Available at tki
1.Acres for America PrograNational Conservation Non- [Content/Navigation | time; email to:
Fish and Wildie Foundation Easement 2.4| Yes| Profits Yes Menu/Grants/ southeast@fws.gov
Land
: Acquisition, http:/coastamanage | http:/www.law.cornell.
2.Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation ment.noaa.gov/land/ | edu/uscode/16/1456.ht
Conservation Program (CELCP) easement 25| Yes| Yes Yes welcome.html ml



http://www.tpl.org/
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/lands
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/lands
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.nps.gov/lwcf
http://www.nps.gov/lwcf
http://www.fws.gov/laws/lawsdigest/lwcons.html
http://www.fws.gov/laws/lawsdigest/lwcons.html
http://www.fws.gov/laws/lawsdigest/lwcons.html
http://www.nfwf.org/Content/NavigationMenu/Grants/
http://www.nfwf.org/Content/NavigationMenu/Grants/
http://www.nfwf.org/Content/NavigationMenu/Grants/
mailto:southeast@fws.gov
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/land/welcome.html
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/land/welcome.html
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/land/welcome.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/1456.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/1456.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/1456.html

For

Silvaia For Statute or Rule
CONSERVATION AND Land- | Agency, bsi weblink to exacé Vo
owners State, Program Website or section and pq
INCENTIVES Additional | Pg | In or County, or application number of Federal
PROGRAMS Categories | # | FL | NGO | Local Gov't information statute
http://www.fl - .
_ dof.com/forest_mana Se€ Section 6 of the
3. Florida Endangered and Threatened gement/plant_conser| Endangered Species
Plant Conseation Program 2.6 | Yes| Yes Yes vation_index.html Act
. www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/
Technical http://federalaid.fws. | EPA-
assistance, gov/lip/lipguidelines. | IMPACT/2002/Octobe
4.Landowner Incente Program (LIP) CostShare 2.6| Yes| Yes No html r/Day-01/i24859.htm
: _ _ . http://www.fws.gov/ | http://uscode.house.go
5. Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservatj Land birdhabit&#Grants/N | /download/pls/16C80.t
Act Grants Acquisition 2.7| Yes| Yes Yes MBCA/ xt
Conservation
_ | Easements, http://www.fws.gov/
6.North American Wetlands Conservati{ Land birdhabitat/Grants/N | http://ipl.unm.edu/cwl/
Act Grants Program (NAWCA) Acquisition 2.8| Yes| Yes No MBCA/ fedbook/nawca.html
CETSE LT http://www.fws.gov/gr
easements,
CostSh ants/state.htm follow
Eilales link to State Wildlife
Land_ » Grants once there copy
Acquisition, the number and enter
Technical Yes (State, | http://myfwc.com/wi | when you are directed
7.State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Progr Assistance 2.8| No No Tribal) Idlifelegacy/ the CFDA webpage
http://www.dca.state.| http://www.leg.state.fl.u
_ Yes fl.us/FDCP/DCP/pu | s/Statutes(search for s.
8.Urban Infill and Redevelopment (Non- blications/2005sum.p| 163.2523, Florida
Assistance Grant Program 2.9| Yes| Profits) Yes df Statutes)



http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/plant_conservation_index.html
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/plant_conservation_index.html
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/plant_conservation_index.html
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/plant_conservation_index.html
http://federalaid.fws.gov/lip/lipguidelines.html
http://federalaid.fws.gov/lip/lipguidelines.html
http://federalaid.fws.gov/lip/lipguidelines.html
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-IMPACT/2002/October/Day-01/i24859.htm
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-IMPACT/2002/October/Day-01/i24859.htm
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-IMPACT/2002/October/Day-01/i24859.htm
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-IMPACT/2002/October/Day-01/i24859.htm
http://www.fws.gov/birdhabitat/Grants/NMBCA/
http://www.fws.gov/birdhabitat/Grants/NMBCA/
http://www.fws.gov/birdhabitat/Grants/NMBCA/
http://uscode.house.gov/download/pls/16C80.txt
http://uscode.house.gov/download/pls/16C80.txt
http://uscode.house.gov/download/pls/16C80.txt
http://www.fws.gov/birdhabitat/Grants/NMBCA/
http://www.fws.gov/birdhabitat/Grants/NMBCA/
http://www.fws.gov/birdhabitat/Grants/NMBCA/
http://ipl.unm.edu/cwl/fedbook/nawca.html
http://ipl.unm.edu/cwl/fedbook/nawca.html
http://myfwc.com/wildlifelegacy/
http://myfwc.com/wildlifelegacy/
http://www.fws.gov/grants/state.html
http://www.fws.gov/grants/state.html
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/FDCP/DCP/publications/2005sum.pdf
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/FDCP/DCP/publications/2005sum.pdf
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/FDCP/DCP/publications/2005sum.pdf
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/FDCP/DCP/publications/2005sum.pdf
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes

For

Bl For Statute or Rule
CONSERVATION AND Land- | Agency, s weblink to eméum
oWners State, Program Website or section and pa
INCENTIVES Additional | Pg | In or County, or application number of Federal
PROGRAMS Categories | # | FL | NGO | Local Gov't information statute
I11. CONSERVATION 210
ALTERNATIVES
2.10
a. Legal/Statutory
2.10
b. Safe Harbor Agreements
_ www.fws.gov/endang http://www.edf.org/doc
Technical 210 ered/candidates/inde| uments/839 _FEDPOL.
1. Safe Harbor Agreements Assistance Yes| Yes Yes x.html pdf
211
c. Candidate Agreements
) ] ] http.//www.fws.gov/ | http://www.nmfs.noaa.
1. Candidate Conservation Agreements| Technical 211 endangered/candidai gov/pr/pdfs/fr/fr64 -
with Assurances (CCAAS) Assistance Yes| Yes Yes slindex.html 32726.pdf
212
d. Regulatory Relief
http://www.leg.state.fl.u
www.dca.state.fl.us/f( s/Statutes(search for s.
212 cp/DCP/Legislation/ | 163.3162, Florida
1. Agricultural Lands and Practices Act Yes| Yes No 2003/2003.pdf Statutes)
. . . http://myfwc.com/i
2. Listed Species Management Plany Technical |, ;, mperiledspecies/plan Not Available at this
(FWCQC) Assistance Yes| Yes No S.htm time
http://www.dca.state.| http://www.leg.state.fl.u
_ fl.us/fdcp/DCP/opti | s/Statutes(search for s.
Technical 213 onalsectorplans/indey 163. 3245, Florida
3. Optional Sector Plans Assistance Yes| Yes Yes .cfm Sttutes



http://www.fws.gov/endangered/candidates/index.html
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/candidates/index.html
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/candidates/index.html
http://www.edf.org/documents/839_FEDPOL.pdf
http://www.edf.org/documents/839_FEDPOL.pdf
http://www.edf.org/documents/839_FEDPOL.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/candidates/index.html
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/candidates/index.html
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/candidates/index.html
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/fr/fr64-32726.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/fr/fr64-32726.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/fr/fr64-32726.pdf
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/fdcp/DCP/Legislation/2003/2003.pdf
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/fdcp/DCP/Legislation/2003/2003.pdf
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/fdcp/DCP/Legislation/2003/2003.pdf
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://myfwc.com/imperiledspecies/plants.htm
http://myfwc.com/imperiledspecies/plants.htm
http://myfwc.com/imperiledspecies/plants.htm
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/fdcp/DCP/optionalsectorplans/index.cfm
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/fdcp/DCP/optionalsectorplans/index.cfm
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/fdcp/DCP/optionalsectorplans/index.cfm
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/fdcp/DCP/optionalsectorplans/index.cfm
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes

For

Silvaia For Statute or Rule
CONSERVATION AND Land- | Agency, i | EBink to exact vo
State Program Website or section and pa
owners '
INCENTIVES Additional | Pg | In or County, or application number of Federal
PROGRAMS Categories | # | FL | NGO | Local Gov't information statute
IV. PROPERTY INCENTIVES 2.14
a. Conservation Easements 2.14
http://www.leg.state.fl.u
s/Statutes(search for s.
1. Conservation Easements 2.14| Yes| Yes Yes Various Agencies | 704.06, Florida Statute
ARTICLE VI,
| SECTION 3(g),
2.2008 Tax and Budget Reform Commi Property Tax Not Available atgh | Constitutiohtbe State of
Proposal Incentive 2.14| Yes| Yes Yes time Florida
Land
_ Acquisition, http://aec.army.mil/u | http://aec.army.mil/usa
3. Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB)| Technical saec/acub/acub00.h{ ec/acub/docs_acub/10
Program Assistance | 2.15| Yes| Yes Yes ml %20USC%202684a.pd
CostSharing, http://www.nrcs.usda.g
Technical www.fl.nrcs.usda.goy ov/programs/ewp/ewpf
4. Emergency Watershed Protection Assistance | 2.15| Yes| No Yes programs/flewp.html| inalrule4405.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.g
_ ov/programs/farmbill/’2
Conservation www.fl.nrcs.usda.goy 002/pdf/FRPPRuleFeds
5. Farmland Protection Program (FPP) | Contract 2.16| Yes| Yes No programs/flfrpp.html | ralRegister.pdf
Conservation
Contract, Tax
Incentive,
Technical
Assistance, http://www.fs.fed.us/sp
Land www.fs.fed.us/spf/co| f/coopl/library/flp_gquid
6. Forest Legacy Program (FLP) Acquisition | 2.17| Yes| Yes No op/programs/loa/flp | elines.pdf



http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/acub00.html
http://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/acub00.html
http://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/acub00.html
http://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/docs_acub/10%20USC%202684a.pdf
http://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/docs_acub/10%20USC%202684a.pdf
http://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/docs_acub/10%20USC%202684a.pdf
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flewp.html
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flewp.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp/ewpfinalrule4405.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp/ewpfinalrule4405.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp/ewpfinalrule4405.pdf
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flfrpp.html
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flfrpp.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/FRPPRuleFederalRegister.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/FRPPRuleFederalRegister.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/FRPPRuleFederalRegister.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/FRPPRuleFederalRegister.pdf
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/flp
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/flp
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/library/flp_guidelines.pdf
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/library/flp_guidelines.pdf
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/library/flp_guidelines.pdf

For

Private For Statute or Rule
CONSERVATION AND Land- | Agency, | weblink to exact vo
owners State, Program Website or section and pa
INCENTIVES Additional | Pg | In or County, or application number of Federal
PROGRAMS Categories | # | FL | NGO | Local Gov't information statute
CostShare, http://www.nrcs.usda.g
Conservatio ov/programs/farmbill/2
Contract, 002/rules/GRP_Final _
Technical 218 www.fl.nrcs.usda.goy Rule_Federal_Register
7. Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) | Assistance Yes| Yes Yes programs/flgrp March_6_2006.pdf
CostShare,
Conservation http://www.nrcs.usda.g
Contract, www.nres.usda.gov/f ov/programs/farmbill/2
8. Healthy Forests Reserve Program Technical 219 ograms/HFRP/Progl| 002/rules/HFRPFinalR
(HFRP) Assistance No Yes No nfo ule.pdf
. i _ http://aec.army.mil/u
9. Readinesand Environmental Protecti¢ Land 2.19 saec/acub/acub00.ht| Not Available at this
Initiative (REPI) Acquisition Yes| Yes Yes ml time
www.fF http://www.leg.state.fl.u
dof.com/forest manal s/Statutes(search for s
Land 2.20 gement/acquisitions | 570.71 and 259.105,
10 Rural and Family Lands Protectioh A Acquisition Yes| Yes Yes ndex.html Florida Statutes
CostShare,
Land
Acquisition, Non-
11 Southeast Regional Partnership for | Technical 2921 Private Not Available at this
Planning and Sustainability (SERPPAS) Assistance Yes| only Yes www.serppas.org | time
CostShare,
Conservation
Contract, http://www.nrcs.usda.g
Technical 221 www.fl.nrcs.usda.goy ov/programs/farmbill/2
12 Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) | Assistance Yes| Yes Yes programs/fivrp.html | 002/pdfiwrprule.pdf



http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flgrp
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flgrp
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/GRP_Final_Rule_Federal_Register_March_6_2006.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/GRP_Final_Rule_Federal_Register_March_6_2006.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/GRP_Final_Rule_Federal_Register_March_6_2006.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/GRP_Final_Rule_Federal_Register_March_6_2006.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/GRP_Final_Rule_Federal_Register_March_6_2006.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/HFRP/ProgInfo
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/HFRP/ProgInfo
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/HFRP/ProgInfo
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/HFRPFinalRule.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/HFRPFinalRule.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/HFRPFinalRule.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/HFRPFinalRule.pdf
http://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/acub00.html
http://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/acub00.html
http://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/acub00.html
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/acquisitions_index.html
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/acquisitions_index.html
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/acquisitions_index.html
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/acquisitions_index.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.serppas.org/
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flwrp.html
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flwrp.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/wrprule.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/wrprule.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/wrprule.pdf

For

Bl For Statute or Rule
CONSERVATION AND Land- | Agency, i | EBink to exact vo
State Program Website or section and pa
owners '
INCENTIVES Additional | Pg | In or County, or application number of Federal
PROGRAMS Categories | # | FL | NGO | Local Gov't information statute
2.22
b. Covenant and Deed Restrictions
c. Stewardship Exchange 299
Agreements
2.23
V. MARKET BASED PROGRAMS
2.23
a. User Fees
] 2.23
b. Eco-Tourism
) http://agriculture.house
_ | Conservatn gov/inside/L egislatin/
1. Voluntary Public Access and Habitat | Contract, 223 www.flnrcs.usda.gov) 110/FB/Conf/CRlang.p
Incentive Program CostShare Yes| Yes No programs df
2.23
c. Eco-labeling and Certification
2.23
d. Mitigation Banking
www.mitigationbakin | http://www.epa.gov/O
2.23 g.org/mititgationbank| WOW/wetlands/regs/s
1. Wetland Mitigation Banking Yes| Yes Yes s ec404.html
2.24
e. Conservation Banking
Conservation http://www.epa.gov/E
Easement, PA-
Technical 295 www.mitigationbanks WATER/1995/Novem
1. Conservation Banking Assistaoe Yes| Yes Yes org ber/Day-28/pr-201.html



http://www.flnrcs.usda.gov/programs
http://www.flnrcs.usda.gov/programs
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://www.mitigationbanking.org/mititgationbanks
http://www.mitigationbanking.org/mititgationbanks
http://www.mitigationbanking.org/mititgationbanks
http://www.epa.gov/OWOW/wetlands/regs/sec404.html
http://www.epa.gov/OWOW/wetlands/regs/sec404.html
http://www.epa.gov/OWOW/wetlands/regs/sec404.html
http://www.mitigationbanks.org/
http://www.mitigationbanks.org/
http://www.epa.gov/EPA-WATER/1995/November/Day-28/pr-201.html
http://www.epa.gov/EPA-WATER/1995/November/Day-28/pr-201.html
http://www.epa.gov/EPA-WATER/1995/November/Day-28/pr-201.html
http://www.epa.gov/EPA-WATER/1995/November/Day-28/pr-201.html

For

Bl For Statute or Rule
CONSERVATION AND Land- Agency, ) weblink to e>(<jact VO
State Program Website or seati@nd page
owners )
INCENTIVES Additional | Pg | In or County, or application number of Federal
PROGRAMS Categories | # | FL | NGO | Local Gov't information statute
f. Transfer or Purchase of
Development Rights (TDR's & PDR's) 2.25
http://www.dca.state.| Not Available at this
1. Clustering 225| Yes| Yes Yes fl.us/ time
http://www.leqg.state.fl.u
] s/Statutes(seach for s.
2. Rural Lands Stewardship Areas progl Land http://www.dca.state.| 163.3177, Florida
(RLSA) Acquisition | 2.26| Yes| Yes Yes fl.us/ Statutes
g. Carbon Sequestration 2.27
http://www.leg.state.fl.|
s/Statutes(search for
s.403.44, Florida Statut
1. Carbon Sequestration 227| Yes| Yes Yes www.destate.fl.is/ (2008 Legislative bill)
h. Agriculture 2.27
www.florida
agiculture.com/agind
1. CommunitySupported Agriculture 2.27| Yes| Yes No ustry.htm Florida DACS
VI. FINANCIAL INCENTIVES 2.28
a. Cost-Share Incentives 2.28
http://agriculture.house
‘ Grant, gov/inside/L egislation/
1.Community Forest and Open Space | Technical New in 2008, no 110/FB/Conf/CRIlang.p
Program Assistance | 2.28| Yes| Yes Yes webdte yet available | df
http://www.nrcs.usda.g
ov/programs/farmbill/2
. 002/pdf/ICIG/FR%20N
Conservation www.nrcs.usda.gov/f] otice%20CIG%20IFR.p
2. Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG| Contracts 28 | Yes| Yes Yes ograms/cig/ df



http://www.dca.state.fl.us/
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.florida-agriculture.com/agindustry.htm
http://www.florida-agriculture.com/agindustry.htm
http://www.florida-agriculture.com/agindustry.htm
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/CIG/FR%20Notice%20CIG%20IFR.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/CIG/FR%20Notice%20CIG%20IFR.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/CIG/FR%20Notice%20CIG%20IFR.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/CIG/FR%20Notice%20CIG%20IFR.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/CIG/FR%20Notice%20CIG%20IFR.pdf

For

Silvaia For Statute or Rule
CONSERVATION AND Land- Agency, ) weblink to exac;cjvol
State Program Website or section and pa
owners '
INCENTIVES Additional | Pg | In or County, or application number of Federal
PROGRAMS Categories | # | FL | NGO | Local Gov't information statute
Land and
Water Leases
Conservation
Contracts, http://www.nrcs.usda.g
Technical www.fg.usda.gov/dal ov/programs/farmbill/1
3. Conservation Reserve Program (CRF Assistance | 2.29| Yes| Yes No p/cepdicrp 996/CRPfrul.html
Land and
Water Leases
Conservation
_ Contracts, ~ Can be http://www.nrcs.usla.g
4. Conservation Reserve Enhancement| Technical involved as | www.fsa.usda.gov/dd ov/programs/farmbill/1
Program (CREP) Assistance | 2.30| Yes| Yes partners | p/cepd/crep 996/CRPfrul.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.g
_ ov/programs/csp/pdf_f
Conservation www.fl.nrcs.usda.go\| iles/cspfedregcomment
5. Conservation Stewardship Program | Contract 2.31| Yes| Yes No programs/flcsp.html | .pdf
Conservation
_ _ _ Contracts, http://www.nrcs.usda.g
6. Environmental Quality Incentives Technical www.fl.nrcs.usda.goy ov/programs/farmbill/2
Program (EQIP) Assistance | 2.32 Yes No programs/eqip/fleqip | 002/pdf/eqiprule.pdf
: http://agriculture.house
7. Forest LanEnhancement Program (FL| Technical www.fs.fed.us/spf/coq /inside/Legislation/110/
Program may be discontinued Assistance | 2.33| Yes| Yes No rograms/loa/flep.shtn| B/Conf/CRIlang.pdf
. http://ecos.fws.gov/p
Technical artners/viewContent. | http://www.fws.gov/pa
8. Partners for Fish and Wildlife (PFW) | Assistance | 2.33| Yes| Yes Yes (local) | do?viewPage=home | rtners/docs/1151.pdf



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/cepd/crp
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/cepd/crp
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/1996/CRPfrul.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/1996/CRPfrul.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/1996/CRPfrul.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/cepd/crep
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/cepd/crep
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/1996/CRPfrul.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/1996/CRPfrul.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/1996/CRPfrul.html
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flcsp.html
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flcsp.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/pdf_files/cspfedregcomments.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/pdf_files/cspfedregcomments.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/pdf_files/cspfedregcomments.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/pdf_files/cspfedregcomments.pdf
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/fleqip
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/fleqip
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/eqiprule.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/eqiprule.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/eqiprule.pdf
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/flep.shtml
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/flep.shtml
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://ecos.fws.gov/partners/viewContent.do?viewPage=home
http://ecos.fws.gov/partners/viewContent.do?viewPage=home
http://ecos.fws.gov/partners/viewContent.do?viewPage=home
http://www.fws.gov/partners/docs/1151.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/partners/docs/1151.pdf

For

Silvaia For Statute or Rule
CONSERVATION AND Land- | Agency, i | EDink fo exact vo
State Program Website or section and pa
owners '
INCENTIVES Additional | Pg | In or County, or application number of Federal
PROGRAMS Categories | # | FL | NGO | Local Gov't information statute
Grant, http://www.fws.gov/ | http://www.fws.gov/po
Technical endangered/grants/p| licy/library/02fr39419.p
9. Private Stewardip Program Assistance | 2.34| Yes| Yes No ivate_stewardship/ | df
Conservation
- . . Contrgcts, http://www.nrcs.usda.g
10 Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program | Technical www.fl.nrcs.gov/prog| ov/programs/farmbill/2
(WHIP) Assistance | 2.35| Yes| Yes No rams/flwhip 002/pdf/whiprule02.pdf
b. Land and Water Leases 2.36
c. Conservation Contracts 2.36
d. Debt Forgiveness 2.%
1. USDA Debt for Nature Program *
*currently unfunded in Florida 2.36| Yes| Yes No www.fsa.usda.gov | Not available at this tim
e. Insurance 2.37
VII. TAX INCENTIVES 2.38
a. Income Tax Incentives 2.38
] http://agriculture.house
Conservation gov/inside/L eqgislation/
Contracts, 110/FB/Conf/CRIlang.p
1. Federal Income Tax Incentives CostShare 2.38| Yes| Yes No WWW.irs.gov df
) ) http://www.leg.state.fl.u
2.Economic Incentives for Land http://www.dca.stas. | s/Statutes(search for s.
Development Regulation MarketBased| 2.38| Yes| No Yes fl.us/ 163.252, Florida Statut
http://agriculture.house
_ gov/inside/Legislation/
3. Endangered species recovery Not Available athis | 110/FB/Conf/CRIlang.p
expenditures 2.39| Yes| Yes No time df



http://www.fws.gov/endangered/grants/private_stewardship/
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/grants/private_stewardship/
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/grants/private_stewardship/
http://www.fws.gov/policy/library/02fr39419.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/policy/library/02fr39419.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/policy/library/02fr39419.pdf
http://www.fl.nrcs.gov/programs/flwhip
http://www.fl.nrcs.gov/programs/flwhip
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/whiprule02.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/whiprule02.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/whiprule02.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf

For

Bl For Statute or Rule
CONSERVATION AND Land- | Agency, i | EDink fo exact vo
State Program Website or section and pa
owners '
INCENTIVES Additional | Pg | In or County, or application number of Federal
PROGRAMS Categories | # | FL | NGO | Local Gov't information statute
b. Capital Gains Tax Incentives 2.39
c. Property Tax Incentives 2.39
_ _ www.hillsboroughcoy
1. Agriculture Incentive Program nty.org/green/econde Not Available at this
Hillsborough Co Grant 239| Yes| Yes No v.cfm time
ARTICLE VII,
SECTION 4,
2. GreenbelAssessment Not Available at tei | Constitution of the Stat
Nov 08 Tax Reform Proposal 240| Yes| Yes No time of Florida
ARTICLE VI,
_ SECTION 3(g),
3. Nov 200@roposed property tax deduc, Conservation Not Available at this | Constitution of the Stat
conservation easprogttfion Easement 240| Yes| Yes Yes time Florida
_ Yes http://www.leg.state.fl.u
4. Intangible Personal Property Tax (Land Not Available at this | s/Statutes(search for s.
Incentive 2.40| Yes| trusts) No time 199.183, Florida Statut
d. Federal Estate Tax Incentives 241
http://www.aacc.nche.¢
du/Content/Navigation
_ Menu/GovernmentReld
Conservation WWW.irs.gov; ions/PublicLaws/pl105
1. Federal Taxpayer Relief Act Easement 241| Yes| Yes Yes Public Law 1084 | 34.pdf



http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/green/econdev.cfm
http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/green/econdev.cfm
http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/green/econdev.cfm
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Content/NavigationMenu/GovernmentRelations/PublicLaws/pl105-34.pdf
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Content/NavigationMenu/GovernmentRelations/PublicLaws/pl105-34.pdf
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Content/NavigationMenu/GovernmentRelations/PublicLaws/pl105-34.pdf
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Content/NavigationMenu/GovernmentRelations/PublicLaws/pl105-34.pdf
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Content/NavigationMenu/GovernmentRelations/PublicLaws/pl105-34.pdf



http://www.myfwc.com/LAP/financial.htm
http://www.myfwc.com/LAP/financial.htm
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cta
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cta
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/1996/CTAfnlrl.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/1996/CTAfnlrl.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/1996/CTAfnlrl.html
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/fsp
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/fsp
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/cfa_rural_index.html
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/cfa_rural_index.html
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/cfa_rural_index.html
http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/cfa_rural_index.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/swca
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/swca
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Current Conservation Incentive Mechanisms Report

The following report explains in detail the entries listed in the Incentive Mechanisms
referred to in the attached Chart, where contact information and websites are provided
wherever possible to link to more information and encourage utilization of theeficent

A Glossary is also provided to define specific meanings of terms referred to in this Report
and the accompanying Chart.

Note that where there is not a specific, known program following each labeled category, it is
t he aut hor s 6 tioralpnéosnatiorofrora thd reviewets of dhs ceport in order

to create an exhaustive compendium of programs on offer from public agencies that seek to
encourage conservation on private lands.

I. Land Acquisition Programs

1. 2008 Tax and Budget Reform Commission Proposal: If approved by Florida voters in

the November 2008 General Election, a full ad valorem property tax exemption will be
provided for landowners who have placed a perpetual conservation easement or other
perpetual conservation protectimetheir property.

Constitutional Reference: ARTICLE VII, SECTION 3(g), Constitution of the State of
Florida

2. County Land Acquisition Programs

Type of ProgranGrants for fee andssthanfee land purchases

PurposeDedicate local funding for land conservation in counties

Who Can Participateandowners

How it Works At least 28 Florida counties have instituted local option taxes dedicated to
land conservation purchases, maimgutih full fee acquisition. The majority of these
counties use votapproved ad valorem millage increases to pay back bonds issued for the
purposes of land conservation purchases, though a few counties use discretionary sales taxes
as the source of rewanfor conservation land acquisitions. In most cases, the tax was
approved by a majority of voters in a General Election referendum, although some counties
have opted for Special Elections referenda. The percentage of approval by voters is usually
overwlelming, as in the case of Collier County in 2006 with approval by 83% of the
electorate, though some referenda have passed by much closer margins, such as Martin
County, by 51%, in 1998. Virtually all of the measures are approved to buy environmentally
sansitive lands, though several of the counties also include recreational park property
acquisition in their preservation programs.

Contact Will Abberger, Trust for Public LaB@6 N Monroe St., Tallahassee, FL 32301
Telephone(850) 227911

Websitewww.tpl.org
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3. Florida Forever Act Land Acquisition Program

Type of Program: Grants or payments to landowners, and Conservation Easements
PurposePerpetual preservation of environmentally sensitive, water resource and recreation
lands

Who Can Participate: Landowners and-ggmadrnmensponsored land projects

How it Works: Since 1990, the state of Florida has led the nation in statewide land
consevation programs, with the initiation of the Preservation 2000 program for the
purchase of environmentally sensitive, water resource and recreation landsedih&310

billion program was followed in 1999 by Florida Forever, which also provides&8/éill

ten years for the voluntary purchase of land and rights in land (easements for development,
timber, mineral, hunting and other property rights). To date the programs have protected
more than 3 million acres of natural Florida for perpetualtiienafid use by the public.

The programs are funded by the issuance of bonds, which is authorized in the State
Constitution, and repaid by revenue from the tax on real estate transfers, called the
documentary stamp tax. Each year the Legislature mustgppi at e a portion o
bond debt service payment in order to launch the bond sales on the market, and the first
$300 million in revenue collected from the documentary stamp tax is dedicated to repaying
those bonds. The use of a real estatsférafee provides a nexus between land conversion
and the use of development to help pay for land conservation to offset the impacts that
devel opment has on Floridads natur al enviro
protection and other agencigsys fair market value to willsglers who put their land on

the market, and each project is scientifically ranked according to its natural resource features
and recreational value to the public.

Fundingland acquisition and restoration projectswe&3J00 million in bond proceeds

annually through the State of Florida.

Agency offering Prograforida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs, the five water management districts and
the Florida Degrtment of Community Affairs

Websitehttp://www.dep.state.fl.us/lands

Contact informatiarDivision of State Lands, Florida Department of Environmental

Protection

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 100aliEasee, FL 323%000. Phone: (850) 245
2555Fax: (850) 248572. Contact: Greg Brock

Statutory Reference:259.105, Florida Statutes

2008 Legislative Update: The Florida Forever Act was reauthorized during the 2008
Legislative Session. The adttaointinue to provide $300 million annually for ten years and
follow roughly the same process as the previous programs.

4. The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)

Type of Protam:Grant program for land acquisition and conservation easements
PurposeEstablished by Congress in 1965 to designate a portion of receipts from offshore

oil and gas leases be placed into a fund annually for state and local conservation, as well as

for the protection of our national treasures (parks, forest and wildlife areas).

Who Can Participat&ate agencies and local communities, state and local parks

How it WorksThe program is divided into two distinct funding pots for state grants and
federancqui si ti on funds. The Ostatesided6 of LW
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the territories by a formula based on population and other factors. State grant funds can be
used for park development and for acquisition of lands and conservationteaState

park directors solicit communities to apply for projects and distribute funds to those worthy
projects based on a scoring process. The Federal side provides for national park, forest and
wildlife refuge and Bureau of Land Management area fsesantent acquisitions. Each

year, based on project demands from communities as well as input from the federal land
management agencies (NPS, USFS, FWS, BLM), the President makes recommendations to
Congress regarding funding for specific LWCF projects.i®@@ongress, these projects go
through a rigorous Appropriations Committee review process with much input from
Members representing project areas. Given the intense competition among projects, funding
is generally only provided for those projects witlersal support. Under stateside, a

project must fit into a state's recreation plan, furthering its goals on recreation and open
space. Usually each state has a ranking system that determines how grant funds will be spent.
With federal acquisition, a patjgenerally should be located within or adjacent to an
established or proposed federal ypitrk, refuge, forest, or federatignaged areand be
considered a priority by the administering agency. In addition to grants to state and local
governmentd,and & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has provided more than $5.5

billion to acquire new federal recreation lands.

Current U.S. Fundin§ubject to appropriations

Past U.S. Funding Leve&l8/CF is authorized for appropriations up to $900 million

annually.In FY 2005, the federal acquisition pot received $166 million and the state grants
program received $92.5 million for a total of $258.5 million. In FY 2006 the federal pot
received $114.5 and the state grants received $30 million. FY 2007 wastsnyiar to

before receiving $113 million for federal acquisition and $30 million for state grants.

Florida projectsAs of 2008 Florida has a total of 483 LWCF projects that have obligated
$125,450,913 and cover 58,760.23 acres (this data is for thegrdiregeriod). Federal
acquisition funds in Florida have been used to acquire land in the Big Cypress National
Preserve, the Lower Suwannee National Wildlife Refuge, the Biscayne National Park and
other areas.

Websitehttp://www.nps.gov/lwcf/; in Florida:
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/parks/OIRS/factslwcf.htm

Contact informatiorfloridaDirector, Division of Recreation and Par&800

Commonwedt Blvd.Tallahassee, FL 3233%®00Q Tel: 8504886131

Statutory Referenc USC 466460111; Public Law 8878, approved September 3,

1964, (78 Stat. 897) created the Land and Water Conservation Fund2R,lagptoved
September 28, 1976, (90 3131.3) authorized funds for, among other things, the National
Wildlife Refuge System; P.L-425 approved June 10, 1977, (91 Stat. 210) increased the
authorizations for acquisition of certain previously authorized areas3B9, .a&@proved

July 18, 198498 Stat. 1020) provided that up to $1 million annually in excess motorboat
fuels tax revenues shall be transferred to the Fund; P17, Hpproved April 2, 1987, (101

Stat. 132) extended the motorboat fuels tax component of the Fund through ©étber 1

and extended the authorization to pay funds received to the Land and Water Conservation
Fund, and the Sport Fish Restoration Account through that date; Public-2&&, 100

approved December 22, 1987, (101 Stat. 1330) reauthorized the Fund witf@ut chan
through the year 2015.

http://www.fws.gov/laws/lawsdigest/lwcons.html
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I1. Grant Programs

1. Acres for America Program - National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Type of ProgranGrant program

PurposeTo acquire and protect critical wildlife habitat including the corridors connecting
existing conservation land.

Who Can Participatéederal, state, and local governmedts;ational institutions, and
nonprofit organizations.

How it WorksAll grant awards require a minimum 1:1 match of cash or contributed goods
and services. Federal funds may be considered as match. Higher ratios of matching funds
will at times aid in madg applications more competitive. In order to be considered for a
grant land that is intended to be protection must meet the Conservation Criteria outlined
below:

o Endorsement by appropriate federal, state, and local government agencies that the
acquision is of high conservation value is a primary consideration. Preference will
be given to acquisitions that are part of published conservation plans (North
American Waterfowl Management Plan, Partners in Flight, etc.), State Wildlife
Action Plans, or Endaeed Species Act Recovery Plans. Natural Heritage rankings
for key species present on the site are an important consideration when available.
Letters of support from the agencies and organizations listed above should be
available for review.

o Endorsement bgon-profit conservation organizations that the acquisition is of high
conservation value using same criteria as above is also a primary consideration.

e Acquisitions that contribute to "landscape level" conservation efforts that help
reduce fragmentatioregoreferred over isolated acquisitions. Maps should be
available to illustrate habitat linkages.

« Important fish, wildlife, and/or plant resources, such as endangered species or areas
of significant biological diversity, as identified by credible conseagaticies or
organizations, should be conserved through the acquisition. Quantification of
resources is important (e.g. 10% of the state's bald eagles nest at the site vs. bald
eagles nest at the site.)

e All acquisition documents, including appraigésgports, environmental hazard
assessments, surveys, and where appropriate, a local attorney's opinion of easement
viability, as well as other appropriate documents, must be available for National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation staff review as part ofpipdication process.

e The fee transfer or perpetual easement must qualify for "conservation purposes" as
defined by Internal Revenue Code Section 170(h)which generally includes the
following: the preservation of land areas for outdoor recreation byeduc¢hgon
of, the general public; the protection of relatively natural habitats of fish, wildlife, or
plants, or similar ecosystems; the preservation of open sudweding farmland
and forest land for scenic enjoyment or pursuant to an adoptedrgoeatal
conservation policy; in either case, such open space preservation must yield a
significant public benefit; the preservation of historically important land areas or
buildings.

e Final disposition of land, including ownership, must be clearly sthtetederal
government is to receive land, additional review by NFWF may be necessary.
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e Applicants should be able to secure letters of support from appropriate
Congressional representatives for acquisition of interest in a real property.

U.S. FundingApproximately $2.5 million will be available annually through 2014 for
conservation investments.

Florida Projectsl 1,313 acre Yellow River Ravines project through a partnership with TNC.
The Yellow River Ravines project is the connector betweentwo @ Bl@id out st andi ng
natural areas, Eglin Air Force Base and Blackwater River State Forest. The project will
provide important habitat for Florida black bearcoe#taded woodpeckers and rare

species found in the ravines. The project will be managed by &0O&dds#ion to

Blackwater River State Forest and will provide an opportunity fteriongstoration to

the original longleaf pine community type, of which only two percent remains in the world.
In addition, Yellow River Ravines is adjacent to tworynitisdallations, Eglin Air Force

Base and Navy Outlying Landing Field. Acquisition will assist in buffering the bases from
incompatible uses and help to allow the missions of both the base and the field to continue.
Organization Offering Prograirhe Natonal Fish and Wildlife Foundation partners on the
Acres for America conservation program withMéat Stores and the Turner Foundation,

Inc.

Websitehttp://www.nfwf.org/Content/NavigatioMenu/Grants/

ContactApplicants are strongly urgecttmtact the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
regional director in their area to discuss project ideas prior to submittirogppsals.

Email for generahformationsoutheast@fws.gov

2. Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program (CELCP)

Type of ProgranGrants, Land Acquisition, Consstion Easement

PurposeTo protect coastal and estuarine lands considered important for their ecological,
conservation, recreational, historical, or aesthetic values.

Who Can Participat€pastal states with approved coastal zone management plans or

National Estuarine Research Reserves are eligible to participate by developing a CELCP plan
for approval by NOAA. The state lead agency is then responsible for coordination the
establishment and implementation of the CELCP at the state level. To beligible
funding, projects must: be | ocated in a coas
approved CELC plan; match federal CELCP funds witffiedenal funds in a ration of 1:1;

be held in public ownership and provide conservation in perpetlipypede for access

to the general public or other public benefit, as appropriate and consistent with resource
protection. A property (or conservation easement) must be held by an eligible public entity,
be managed for losigrm conservation, and provléblic access or other public benefit.

How it WorksStates nominate land conservation projects to a national competitive process.
The program provides state and local governments with matching funds to purchase
significant coastal and estuarine langgnservation easements on such lands, from willing
sellers. Lands or conservation easements are protected in perpetuity.

Agency Offering Programdational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),

program is coordinated at the state level with;étheat e 6s | ead coast al ma n
Funding: Over $217 million in the U.S between 2002 and 2008
Websitehttp://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/land/welcome.html
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ContactDanny Claytorflorida Coastal Management Program, Department of
Environmental Protection, 3900 Commonwealth BLVD, Mail Station 47, Tallahassee, FL
323993000, Phone (850) 22563, EmaiDanny.Clayton@dep.statedl.u

Statutory Referenck6 U.S.C 1456d in Public Law-107

3. Florida Endangered and Threatened Plant Conservation Program

Type of ProgranGrant

PurposeWork toward the recovery federallylisted endangered and threatened plant

species in Florida. The goal of the Florida Plant Conservation Program is to restore and
maintain existing populations of listed plants on public land and on private lands managed
for conservation purposd2revious or ongoing projects address demography, monitoring,
reintroduction, germination, pollination, and other aspects of population ecology.

Who Can ParticipatPublic and private landowners whose land is managed for
conservation.

How it WorksAs of October, 1998, Florida had 55 plant taxa listed under the U. S.
Endangered Species Act as Endangered (44) or Threatened (11). The Program issues small
to medium size grants commonly ranging from $1,000 to $25,000 per year. These grants are
given as 75:2Batching funds. Each project is responsible for acquiring the project's match
(25%) for the federal funds (75%). The proposal format is included for anyone interested in
submitting a proposal and it must be submitted by the last Friday in January.

Agency @fering ProgramU. S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service

Contact Michael Jenkins, Plant Conservation Program Ecologist

Telephone850/ 4149909- FAX: 850/ 9216724

Email jenkinml@doacsage.fl.us

Websitehttp://www.fl -dof.com/forest_management/plant_conservation_index.htmi
Statutory Referenc8ection 6 of the U. S. Endangered Species Act.

4. Landowner Incentive Program (LIP)

Type of ProgranGrant, Technical assistance, Sbstre

PurposeTo support orthe-ground projects that enhance, protect, or restore habitats that
berefit "speciesitrisk” on privately owned lands.

Who Can ParticipatBrivate landowners, individually or as a group, can submit project
proposals. Groups (e.g. land conservancies or trusts, watershed councils, community
organizations, or conservation argations) working with private landowners. In their
proposal, these groups need to identify landowners who have confirmed their intent to
participate.

How it Works This program is a competitive grant program that establishes partnerships
between federahd state governments and private landowners. States review landowner
applications and submit a package of proposals for federal funding. The state provides
technical and financial assistance to private landowners. Landowners or partners provide a
25% nonrfederal match or4kind contribution.

Past U.S. Fundingrom 2002007, $119,274,617 was approved.

Past Florida Fundindirom 20032007, Florida received a total of $2,215,000

Agency Offering Prografhhis program is funded by the US Fish and Wil@irfecg (US
FWS) and administered by state wildlife agencies.
Websitehttp://federalaid.fws.gov/lip/lipguidelines.html
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Contactl.S. Fish & Wildlife Service; Division of Wildlife and $imsirtRestoration
Program, 1875 Century Blvd., Suite 240, Atlanta, GA 3036394049

FAX 4046794160

Statutory Referend® Fed. Reg. 61680648 (10/1/02)
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPAMPACT/2002/October/Day01/i24859.htm

5. Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act Grants

Type of ProgranGrant

PurposeEstablished to provide compie®, matching grants to support puphivate

partnerships carrying out projects in the U.S., Canada, Latin America, and the Caribbean that
promotes the lonterm conservation of Neotropical Migratory Birds and their habitats. The
goals of the Act inalie perpetuating healthy populations of these birds, providing financial
resources for bird conservation initiative and fostering international cooperation for such
initiatives.

Who Can Participatdn individual, corporation, partnership, trust, assagiatiother

private entity; an officer, employee, agent, department or instrument of the Federal
government, state, municipality or other political subdivision of a state, or of any foreign
government, an international organization, any other entity sutijequrisdiction of the

United States or of any foreign country.

How it WorksApplicants submit project proposals to the Fish and Wildlife Service Division
of Bird Habitat Conservation. A panel of Service staff reviews eligible project proposal and
makes recommendations for funding to the Ser
projects for funding.

NMBCA in FloridaFlorida was part of a mudtiate grant in 2004 with $33,328 in grant

funds, $268,905 in matching funds and $25,000-matching funds. In 2005, Florida was

part of a multstate grant for $49,458 with $255,792 matching funds. In 2006 Florida was
part of a multstate grant for $124,000 with $372,846 matching funds and $112,500
matching funds. In 2006 Florida was also parbtfi@nmultistate grant for $73,120 with
$748,519 matching funds. This project included a number of partners such as the Gulf
Coast Bird Observatory and the National Protected Areas commission. In 2006 Florida also
had one of its own projects to invedigghe Red Knot wintering population. This grant

was for $11,600 with matching of $47,012. Finally, in 2008, Florida was partstagemulti
project with $99,402 in grant money and $326,828 in match.

Current U.S. Fundinir 2008 there is $4.5 millioAt least 75% of funds in each fiscal year

are for projects outside the U.S.

Past U.S. Fundin§3 million in 2002, $3 million in 2003, $4 million each year from 2004
2007

Past Florida Fundingee above
Websitehttp://www.fws.gov/birdhabitat/Grants/NMBCA/index.shtm

Contactfor more information, contact Doug Ryan or Andrea Grosse, NMBCA Program
Coordinators, Division of Bird Habitat Conservation aB383784 or

neotropical@fws.gov

Statutory Referenc USC Sec. 6101

http://uscode.house.gov/download/pls/16C80.txt
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6. North American Wetlands Conservation Act Grants Program (NAWCA)

Type of ProgranGrant

PurposeTo support the lonterm protection of wetlands and associated uplands habitats
needed by waterfowl and other migratory birds in North Anferajacts must support
longterm wetlands acquisition, restoration, and/or enhancement.

Who Can Participat®rganizations and individuals who have developed partnerships to
carry out wetlands conservation projects

How it Works:A standard grant propossib 4year plan of action supported by a NAWCA
grant and partner funds to conserve wetlands and welitgreaglent fish and wildlife
through acquisition (including easements and land title donations), restoration and/or
enhancement, with a grant requesivben $51,000 and $1,000,000. Small grants (up to
$50,000) are administered separately. Partners must provide at leasfealéralmoatch

to the grant. Match is eligible up to 2 years prior to the year the proposal is submitted and
through the projegeriod.

U.S. Funding 2008:total of $84.4 million is available for grant sin 2008.

Past U.S. FundinBetween 1990 and 2008 more than $8870.6 million Federal dollars has
leveraged $1.7 billion in matching funds and $970.5 milliornmataing fund® affect
approximately 24.2 million acres of wetlands and associated uplands.

Past Florida Fundings of 2007 Florida had leveraged $281,349 from NAWCA with &1.7
million in matching funds to affect 842 acres of wetlands and associated upland habitat.
Agency Offering ProgranS Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Websitehttp://www.fws.gov/birdhabitat/Grants/NAWCA/index.shtm

Contact InformationStandard Grants proposaavid_buie @fws.gp{301) 496870.

Small Grants proposatgith_morehouse@fws.go(03) 358888. General office

number: (703) 35B784.

Statutory Referencéattp://ipl.unm.edu/owl/fedbook/nawca.html

7. State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Program

Type of programGrants

PurposeProvide federal dollars for grants that supporetfesttive conservation aimed at
preventing wildlife from becoming endangered. These grants support the development and
implementation of the State Wildlife Action Plans that address conservation needs identified
in the habitat plans (also known as the Comprehensive Wildlife ConseratdiginsSt

Who Can Participat8tate, commonwealth or territory agencies with lead responsibilities for
fish and wildlife resources. These funds can then be used to acquire, protect, or restore land,
reintroduce species, conduct research and furttetopl¢he State plan.

How it Works: Funds appropriated under the State Wildlife Grants Program are allocated to
every state according to a formula based on
make the best use of the State Wildlife GrantsaPtpgongress charged each state and

territory with developing a State Wildlife Action Plan. These plans identify species and
habitats of greatest conservation need, and outline conservation actions needed to conserve
wildlife and vital habitat.

Current US. Funding$60,215,040 was authorized in 2008 by the Department of Interior
appropriations. Total funds available in 2008 are $61,522,997.

Past U.S. Fundingrom 20032008 the national total (which includes both tribal grants and

state grants) was $384,970.
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Current Florida Fundin§2,605,897 in 2008

Past Florida Fundinglorida was funded at $20,570,158 between 2001 and 2008.
Websitehttp://myfwc.com/wildlifelegacy/

ContactBrian.Branciforte @ MyFWC.cqr850) 410656 ext 17309, 620 S. Meridian St.
Tallahassee, FL 323B800

Statutory Referendstp://www.fws.gov/grants/state.htmiollow link to State Wildlife

Grants once there copy the number and enter when you are directed to the CFDA webpage

8. Urban Infill and Redevelopment Assistance Grant Program

Type of ProgranGrants

PurposeThe goal of the program is to encourage development patterns that provide for
urban infill and redevelopment in order to grow cities and reduce urban impacts to natural
areas and open space.

Who Can Participat€ommunity redevelopment agescspecial districts, nonprofit
organizations.

How it WorksA local government may allocate grant money to special districts, including
community redevelopment agencies, and nonprofit community development organizations
to implement projects consistefttvan adopted urban infill and redevelopment plan.

Thirty percent of the general revenue appropriated for this program shall be available for
planning grants to be used by local governments for the development of an urban infill and
redevelopment plancinding community participation processes for the plan. Sixty percent
of the general revenue appropriated for this program shall be available for fifty/fifty
matching grants for implementing urban infill and redevelopment projects that further the
objecties set forth in the local government's adopted urban infill and redevelopment plan.
The remaining 10 percent of the revenue must be used for outright grants for implementing
projects under $50,000. Projects that provide employment opportunities tuf thients
WAGES program and projects within urban infill and redevelopment areas that include a
community redevelopment area, Florida Main Street program, Front Porch Florida
Community, sustainable community, enterprise zone, federal enterprise zorss enterpri
community, or neighborhood improvement district must be given an elevated priority in the
scoring of competing grant applications.

Agency Offering Programtany local governments, working in coordination with the DCA
Contact Florida Department of Commity Affairs, Sadowski Bldg., 2555 Shumard Oak

Blvd.

Tallahassee, FL 3238800

Email ContactDCA@dca.state.f.u

Telephone(850)488466

Fax (850)418566

Website http://www.dca.state.fl.us/
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/FDCP/DCP/publications/2005sum.pdf

Statutory Reference 163.2523, Florida Statutes
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I1l. CONSERVATION ALTERNATIVES
a. Legal/Statutory
b. Safe Harbor

1. Safe Harbor Agreements

Type of ProgranBafe Harbor, Technical Assistance

PurposePromotes voluntary management and conservatistédrdndangered and

threatened species by providing assurances to landowners that they can return their land to
the Obaselined condition i f they wish and wi
under the Endangered Species Act. Safe Harbanagteeliffer from CCAAs (see below)

in that they serve Threatened and Endangered species, while CCAAs serve proposed,
candidate and other species of concern. However, Safe Harbor agreements may include
provisions for proposed candidate species if theippant chooses to do so.

Who Can Participatdon-federal landowners (commercial, municipal, state, private) with

land that contains or may be potentially suitable habitat for listed threatened and endangered
species. Nonprofit groups such as The Reedgund, The Nature Conservancy and
Environmental Defense hold permits for some umbrella Safe Harbor agreEnesets.

nonprofit groups provide technical and other assistance to enrolling landowners, which can
save those landowners time and money.

How it Works:Safe Harbor Agreements are designed to encourage landowners to

voluntarily maintain or enhance habitat on their property to attract threatened or endangered
species without fear of future larse® restrictions. Participants agree to enhanta habi

and/or populations of listed species on their property, but they may return their land to the
Obaselinedé conditions without violating the
owner meets all the terms of the agreement, the Services will antideizel taking of

the covered species at a level that enables the property owners ultimately to return the
enrolled property back to agreed upon baseline conditions

Florida Agreement€onserving the federally endangeredoekladed woodpecker

throughpar t ner shi ps with privat e-Cochadetlowner s i s
Woodpecker Safe Harbor Program -&exkaded woodpeckers are protected under the

ESA, meaning landowners have a legal obligation to protect the birds and their habitat. This
Safe Hirbor Agreement covers approximately 2,800 acres of land located about 20 miles east
of the city of Tallahassee. Most of this land has been managed as a quail plantation, but it
also provides excellent foraging habitat fecoeladed woodpeckers.

Funding Conservation measures are voluntary to avoid future regulation. Technical
assistance is provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Agency Offering Progratd:S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Websitewww.fws.gov/endangered/candidates/index.Hokida specific:
www.myfwc.com/safeharbor/default.htm

Contacti andowners can consult U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service offitéiseyrare in an

area with an umbrella Safe Harbor, or the group that holds that permit. In Florida the Red
cockaded woodpecker contact information is: Jennifer Perkiesckadied Woodpecker

Safe Harbor Coordinator, Florida Fish and Wildlife Cotiser@ommission, 1239 SW

10th Street, Ocala, FL 34474
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Statutory Referend® Fed. Reqg. 32732726 (6/17/99)
http://www.edf.org/documents/839 FEDPOL.pdf

Revised: 69 Fed. Reg. 24P8d94 (5/3/04 50 CFR Parts 13 and 17
http://www.edf.org/documents/3751 SHRevisedRegs.pdf

c. Candidate Agreements

1. Candidate Conservation Agreements with Assurances (CCAAS)

Type of Progran€onservation Alternatives; Technical assistance

PurposeThe purpose of this program is to keep species that are candidates for threatened
or endangered listing off these lists by encagrigidowners to adopt conservation

practices that benefit these species. The incentive offered to the landowners is a reduction in
liability under the Endangered Species Act in exchange for conservation measures.

Who Can Participatdon-federal propertgwners with candidate species on their lands are
eligible for CCAAs.

How it WorksThe U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service identifies candidate species for listing and
provides conservation recommendations that can remove and reduce threats for these
speciesThis provides the foundation for planning and implementing voluntary

conservation efforts that are most likely to be effective in making listing unnecessary. Under
the policy, notirederal property owners who enter into a Candidate Conservation
Agreement wth Assurances to implement voluntary conservation measures for proposed or
candidate species, or species likely to become candidates or proposed in the near future, will
receive assurances from the Service that additional conservation measures will not be
required and additional land, water, or resource use restrictions will not be imposed should
the species become listed in the future. The Service works with a group of diverse partners,
including private landowners, other federal and state agencieibeartd Torge voluntary
conservation agreements that benefit candidate and other spiskieEhat Service

provides information to guide strategic approaches to ensure voluntary efforts occur where
they are most needed. Resources are leverageddtyniadiinding for landowners to

engage in voluntary conservation. The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service provide technical
assistance for designing and implementing conservation actions to address threats identified
in species assessments. This prograniesisn with the State Wildlife Action Plans as the
Species of Greatest Conservation Need, identified in the plans often include most of the
most candidate species.

FundingConservation measures are voluntary to avoid future regulatory action.

Agency dering PrograntJ. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Websitehttp://www.fws.gov/endangered/candidates/index.hnlin South Florida:

http://www .fws.gov/verobeach/

Contact informatianSouth Florida Ecological Services Off8%9 20th Street, Vero Beach,

FL 32960 Phone: (772) 563909 Fax: (772) 562288 Contact Cindy Schulz:
cindy_schulz@fws.gowr the National Office U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Division of Consultation, Habitat Conservation Planning, Recovery and State Grants, 4401
N. Fairfax Drive, Room 420, Arlington, VA 22203;3882061.

Statutory Referend® Fed. Req. 32722736 6/17/99)
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/fr/fr6432726.pdf
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d. Regulatory Relief

1. Agricultural Lands and Practices Act

Type of ProgramRegulatory Relief

PurposeThe purpose of this act is to protect reasonable agricultural activities conducted on
farm lands from duplicative regulation, because the state finds that the continuation of
agricultural activities preses the landscape and environmental resources of the state,
contributes to the increase of tourism, and furthers the econorsiaffexéncy of the

people of the state.

Who Can Participat@gricultural landowners/operators

How it Works A county may rioexercise any of its powers to adopt any ordinance,
resolution, regulation, rule, or policy to prohibit, restrict, regulate, or otherwise limit an
activity of a bona fide farm operation on land classified as agricultural land if such activity is
regulatedhrough implemented best management practices, interim measures, or regulations
developed by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, the Florida Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services, or a water management district and adopted under
chapter 120 as part of a statewide or regional program; or if such activity is expressly
regulated by the United States Department of Agriculture, the United States Army Corps of
Engineers, or the United States Environmental Protection Agency.

Agency Offeang ProgramFlorida Department of Community Affairs (Availability of these
programs are triggered during submission of comprehensive planning change requests by
local governments.yvww.dca.state.fl.us/fdcp/DCP/Leqislation/2003/2003. pdf

Statutory References. 163.3162 Florida Statuteshttp://www.leqg.state.fl.us/Statutes
(search fos. 163.3162);

2. Listed Species Management Plans

Type of ProgramrRegulatory Relief

PurposeGuiding Principles for Listed Species Mamagt Plans address all levels of action
needed for recovery or maintaining recovered status of federal and state listed species by all
partners. The plan includes a threat assessment, a listing of conservation goals and
objectives, recommended consematimtegies, an implementation plan, and a summary of

the anticipated economic, social, and ecological impacts.

Who Can ParticipateEach private landowner provides a bristoty and habitat
description of the property, a map or statement on the altalesspecies population, and

the I andownerd&s historic and ongoing conseryv
How it Works The threats to the species are assesmkdconservation goals and
measurablebjectives are set. Then the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Stmmmis

and the landowner form strategies to achieve the conservation objectives, including any
proposed regulations or permits, mitigation for loss of species or habitat, and specific
management actions, incentives and monitoring plans to ensure thbe@gdused and
managed according to the Species Management Plan.

Agency Offering Prograialorida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Contact Kipp Frohlich, Florida Fish and Wildlife, Imperiled Species Management Section,
620 South Meridian StrddiS-6A, Tallahassee, FlI 323990 Phone (650224330
Websitehttp://myfwc.com/imperiledspecies/plans.htm

Statutory Referencélot Available at this time
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3. Optional Sector Plans

Type of ProgramRegulatory Relief

PurposeOptional sector plans emphasize urban form and protection of regionally
significant resources and facilities.

Who Can Participateandowners of sutatial geographic areas including at least 5,000
acres of one or more local governmental jurisdictions, though the state land planning agency
may approve optional sector plans of less than 5,000 acres based on certain local
circumstances.

How it Works Peparation of an optional sector plan is authorized by agreement between
the state land planning agency and the applicable local governments. An optional sector plan
may be adopted through one or more comprehensive plan amendments, but may not be
authorizedn an area of critical state concern. Optional sector planning encompasses two
levels: adoption of a conceptual @rg buildout overlay to the comprehensive plan,

which must include a longnge conceptual framework map that at a minimum identifies
anicipated areas of urban, agricultural, rural, and conservation land use; identification of
regionally significant natural resources and a discussion, at the applicant's option, of the
extent, if any, to which the plan will address restoring key ecosydtmviag a more

clean, healthy environment, limiting urban sprawl, protecting wildlife and natural areas,
advancing the efficient use of land and other resources, and creating quality communities
and jobs. The second level is adoption of detailedcspesdfiplans that implement the
conceptual lonterm buildout overlay and authorize issuance of development orders. One
example under current planning is a sector plan is being developed for a 55,000 acre area of
rural land in north central Palm Beach Goaround old platted subdivisions such as The
Acreage and Loxahatchee Groves, as well as large citrus groves. The Sector Plan could
produce a better land use pattern than the current plan of parcel by parcel, unmanaged
development.

Agency Offering Progra Florida Department of Community Affairs
Websitehttp://www.dca.state.fl.us/fdcp/DCP/optionalsectorplans/index.cfm

WestFlorida Regional Planning Council Contact: Sgaim, Phone (850)92321,
susan.poplin@dca.state.fl.us

Northeast Florida Planning Council Contdames Stansbury, (85221818,
james.stansbu@dca.state.fl.us

East Central Florida Regional Planning Council Contact: Brenda Winningham; (850)922
1800 Brenda.winningham@dca.state.fl.us

Statutory Reference 163245, Florida Statutes
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IV. PROPERTY INCENTIVES

a. Conservation Easements

1. Conservation Easement Programs

Purpose: A conservation easement permits landowners to sell certain property rights such a
development, water, or mineral rights etc., while alldvaimgto maintain ownership and

continue to use the land under the terms of the easement. Easements are a way to protect
agricultural or undeveloped private land from future development, whilgingro
landowners with a financial reward.

Who Can Participate: Private landowners

How it Works: The right to develop and otherwise use lands as private owners see fit, albeit
with some regulation on some land uses, is part of a bundle of propertyatighés tbe

sold in whole (for full fee title and conveyance to another owner), or in part threugh less
thanfull-fee arrangements where the landowner retains title to the land but sells certain
rights, such as the right to develop, timber, hunt or erimetals from the property.

These purchases are called conservation easements and are perpetual rights that are not
extinguished when the land changes owners. A conservation easement placed over a forest,
for example where all rights to develop the pyop®d more intensive use was sold as a
conservation easement, must remain a forest for all succeeding generations. Various terms
are negotiated between each easement holder (buyer) and seller, where the seller will
negotiate what uses can be continueth, &si cattle grazing, timbering or other agriculture
operations, as well as some additional farm buildings or family dwelling units. The price the
conservation buyer pays for the easement varies, depending on what uses are retained by the
owner and how teatened the land is with conversion to more intensive use such as
residential or commercial development. Recording of the conservation easement is done by
the local property appraiser and tax collector of the county where the easement is located,
and in may casesd valorgaroperty taxes are greatly reduced, as the property appraiser will
recognize that the extinguished rights, sucl
the land should be assessed at a lower rate to reflect its restricted use.

Agency Offering Program: Federal agencies, State of Florida, water management districts,
nonprofit conservation organizations and many local governments are usually the buyers or
ohol dersd6é of easements.

Statutory Reference: s. 704.06, Florida Statutes

2. 2008 Tax and Budget Reform Commission Proposal: If approved by Florida voters in the
November 2008 General Election, a full ad valorem property tax exemption will be provided for lan
who have placed a perpetual conservation easenteal coretbrrapenperotection over their

property.
Constitutional Reference: ARTICLE VII, SECTION 3(g), Constitution of the State of Florida
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3. Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB) Program

Type of Programrlechnical Assistance, Conservation Easement

PurposeAddresses encroachment and conservation objectives near military installations.
The ACUB allows military installations to work with partners to protect land and habitat
without acquiing new land under military ownership.

Who Can ParticipatPartners can be state or political subdivisions of a state, or a private
entity whose principal organizational purpose or goal is conservation, restoration, or
preservation of land and natuesources, or similar. Landowners can then benefit by
putting land into easement or selling it to the partnership.

How it WorksThe U.S. Army reaches out to partners to identify mutual goals for local land
conservation and works to prevent developmaemiticil open areas. The program allows
the Army to contribute funds to a partneros
landowners. The partnership preservesvailgfe habitat and limits incompatible

development in the vicinity of militargtallations without requiring the Army to manage
more land.

U.S. Fundindgfor U.S. Army) as of 2006 this program had protected 63,370 acres by
leveraging $56,316,745 military funds with $123,460,548 from partners.

Florida Fundingn Florida as of 2006¢he is one project associated with Camp Blanding
military installation. There were 11,966 acres protected through this project as of 2006. The
project leveraged $1,500,000 funds from the military with $42,305,850 partner funds.
Agency Offering Progrard S. Department of Defense, other partners in Florida include

the Florida Department of Environmental Protection through the Florida Forever Program,
The Nature Conservancy, Acquisition and Restoration Council, St. Johns River Water
Management District, Suwee River Water Management District, Clay and Bradford
Counties, and FDEP Greenways and Trails.
Websitehttp://www.sustainability.army.mil/tools/programtools_acub. ofmvist the

ACUB home pagéttp://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/acub00.html

ContactContact Alisa Dickson atlisa.Dickson@ngb.army.mlisa Dickson: RM, NGB

ACUB Program Manager, NEPA Central Region Program Manager, Readiness Center,
NGB-ARE-C, 111 South George Mason Drive Arlington, VA 222046073%20 work.
703607%8329 fax

Statutory ReferencHd U.S.C.A. § 2684a
http://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/docs_acub/10%20USC%202684a.pdf

4. Emergency Watershed Protection

Type of Programrlechnical assistance £ostSharing

PurposeTo assist sponsors and individuals in implementing emergency measures to relieve
imminent hazards to life and property created by a natural disaster (flood, drought, fire, or
any other natural occurrence causing a sudden impaifthentvatershed). The program

is designed for installation of recovery measures.

Who Can Participateublic and private landowners are eligible for assistance but must be
represented by a project sponsor. The project sponsor must be a public siggecy of
county, or city government, or a special districtbal government.

How it WorksEligible activities include removing debris from streams, protecting
destabilized stream banks, preventing erosion, repairing conservation practices, retarding
runoff, and purchasing flood plain easements. The program covers up to 75% of
construction costs. The remaining 25% must come from local sources and asldasgh or in
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services. Funds cannot be used to work on measures installed by another federal agency. All
projects must be environmentally sound.

FundingSubject to varying levels of annual appropriations (not mandatory)

Agency Offering Programatural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
Websitewwwnrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewmn Florida:
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flewp.htmi

Contact InformatiorFind your local NRCS office in the local phone book or at (it is based
on the ounty you live iMttp://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/agmd see attached

sheet with NRCS contact information.

Statutory ReferenceéO Fed. Reg. 16926928 (4/4/05) 7 CFR Part 624
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp/ewpfinalrule4405.pdf

5. Farmland Protection Program (formerly Farm and Ranch Lands Protection

Program) (FPP)

Type of ProgranConservation Easement

PurposeThis program provides matching funds to help state, local and tribal governments
or nongovernmeal organizations purchase development rights from private landowners to
keep productive farm and ranchland in agricultural use.

Who Can Participat&o qualify, farmland must be part of a pending offer from a farmland
protection program; be privately odingave a conservation plan for highly erodible land,;

and be able to sustain agricultural production (large enough, access to markets, adequate
infrastructure and support, surrounding land that supportetomggricultural

production). The Adjusted GeoBicome provision in the 2008 Farm Bill will exclude
producers who make more than $1 million a year from participating in FPP and other
conservation programs unless-tiwads or more of the income is from farming. An

exception can be made on a-tgsesse basis if the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture

determines that environmentally sensitive land of species significance would be protected.
How it Works Working through existing programs, USDA partners with state, tribal, or
local governments and other orgations to acquire conservation easements or other
interests in land from landowners. Landowners agree not to convert the property to non
agricultural uses. USDA provides up to 50% of the fair market easement value and the
remainder must be matched by-N&RCS funds. Each state must complete an FPP state
plan that includes the acreage to be protected; the total acres needing protection, the degree
of development pressure, the anticipated cost per acre, the history of the commitment to
conservation by othearticipating entities and other information. This plan may include
ranking criteria to rank parcels within the state.

FPP in FloridaAs of 2007, Florida had enrolled 14 projects covering 15,187 acres. To
acquire these properties NRCS partnered wghrseve nt i ti es i ncluding th
and South Florida Water Management Districts, the City of Gainesville, The Nature
Conservancy, and the counties of Santa Rose, Volusia and Alachua.

2008 Farm Bill Mandatory Fundimgrease of $773,000,000 tigto 2012

Past US Fundinfiom 20032007 FRPP was funded nationally at $72,801,948

Past Florida Fundintit Florida FRPP was funded at $1,678,077 fromZ0003(about 2%

of U.S. total)

Agency Offering Programatural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
Websitewww.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/frppih Florida:
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flfrpp.html

216


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp/
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flewp.html
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp/ewpfinalrule4405.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/frpp/
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flfrpp.html

Contact InformationFindyour local NRCS office in the local phone book or at
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app

Statutory referencg8 Fed. Reg. 26488478 (5/16/2003) 7cfr Part 1491
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pubntcs/frpp_final.html

6. Forest Legacy Program (FLP)

Type of ProgranConservation Contract, Conservation Easement, Technical as§estance,
Incentive

PurposeTo support state efforts to protect environmentally sensitive private forest lands
from being converted to ndarest uses by developing and carrying out state forest
conservation plans.

Who Can ParticipatPrivate forest landowseaare eligible to participate. To qualify

landowners must prepare a multiple resource management plan as part of the conservation
easement acquisition.

How it Works This voluntary program supports acquisition of conservation easements,
legally bindinggaeements transferring a negotiated set of property rights from one party to
another, without removing the property from private ownership. To qualify, landowners are
required to prepare a multiple resource management plan as part of the conservation
easerant acquisition. Most conservation easements restrict development, require sustainable
forestry practices, and protect other values. The federal government may fund up to 75% of
program costs, with at least 25% coming from private, state, or locallscagdéson to

gains associated with the sale or donation of property rights, many landowners also benefit
from reduced federal or state taxes.

How it Works in FloridaFlorida's Assessment of Need (AON) which contains an

assessment of the forests anddbuses, a description of forces that are converting forests

to nonforest uses, describes Eligibility Criteria developed by the state to identify important
forest areas to be proposed as Forest Legacy Areas (FLA), and acts as a guide to
implementation dfFLP. The AON in Florida was approved in 2005. Since 2005 two Florida
FLP projects have received funding for a total of 4,742 acres. Two more projects are
proposed for 2009 funding cycle.

Agency Offering Progrard. S. Forest Service and Florida Divisidforestry

U.S. Fundingrrom 20052008 the U.S. $227,504,000. Forest Legacy has funded 242
projects that total 1,567,224 acres nationally.

Florida FundingFrom 2002008 Florida received both start up funds and had two projects
funded foratotalofZy, 743, 000 which is 1.2 percent of t
projects are: (1) Newnands Lake project in 2
(2,250,000).

Websitewww.fs.&d.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/flp.shtml

Contact InformationEd Kuester, Floridafsorest Legacy Coordinator, Florida Division of
Forestry, 3125 Conner Blvd. Tallahassee, FL-38309Phone: 850/48929, FAX: 850/
9216724, Emaikuestee@doacs.state.fl.us

Statutory Referenoel6 U.S.C. 2103ckiiblic Law 98313, 92 Stat. 365, 16 U.S.C.

2101 et sedhattp://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/authorities/index.shtml
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7. Grassland Reserve Program (GRP)

Type of ProgranConservation Easement, C8kare, Land and Water Rental or Leases,
Conservation Contract, Technical assistance

PurposeThis voluntarprogram helps landowners protect, restore, and enhance grassland,
rangeland, pastureland, and shrub land on their property. The program focuses on
maintaining grazing on the land, conserving lands vulnerable to conversion to cropland or
other uses, andgiecting plant and animal biodiversity.

Who Can Participateandowners can put land into easements or rental agreements. The
minimum enroliment is usually 40 contiguous acres. Eligible land includes privately owned
and tribal lands, such as grasslamabtHat contains forbs (including improved rangeland
and pastureland or shrubland); or land that is located in an area that historically has been
dominated by grassland, forbs, or shrubland that has the potential to serve as wildlife habitat
of significanecological value. Incidental lands may be included to allow for the efficient
administration of an agreement or easement. The Adjusted Gross Income provision in the
2008 Farm Bill will exclude producers who make more than $1 million dollars a year from
GRP and other conservation programs unlesshivets or more of the income is from

farming. An exception can be made on alasase basis if the U.S. Secretary of

Agriculture determines that environmentally sensitive land of species significance would be
protected.

How it Works Landowners follow a conservation plan, developed by the NRCS or a third
party to limit their use of their lands through conservation easements (30 years or
permanent) or rental agreements3(LQears). Grazing, mowing, and fekabilitation,

breaks, and fences) are allowed. Practices that involve breaking the soil surface are not
allowed, unless approved as part of the conservation plan. If restoration is needed, the
program covers 7% of the cost. The program covers alirgdirative costs for

establishing easements. The goverrovamtd Commodity Credit Corporation generally
holds the easements, but another entity (state, land trust) can request to fill this role.
2008 Mandatory Farm Bill Fundi$g40,000,000 for 20@812 to enroll an additional
1,220,000 acres of eligible land.

Past U.S. Fundin$125,011,836 from 202@07.

Past Florida Fundin§3,379,301 for 20@007 (2.7% of U.S. total)

Agency Offering Programatural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Farm
Service Agency (FSA), in cooperation with Forest Service (USFS)
Websitewww.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/GRAN Florida:
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flgrp.html

Contact Informatiorfind your local NRCS office in the local phone book or at
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/gmee attached sheet with NRCS contacts

Satutory Referenc&l1 Fed. Reg. 11189151 (3/6/06) 7CFR Part 1415
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/GRP_Final_REézleral_Regis
ter_March_6_2006.pdf

** May be revised following 2008 Farm Bill Rulemaking
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
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8. Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP)

Type of Progranilechnical assistance, Conservation Easement, Conservation Contract,
CostSharing

PurposeTo provide financial assistancepforate forest landowners to protect, restore,

and enhance forest ecosystems to promote the recovery of endangered species, improve
biodiversity, and enhance carbon sequestration.

Who Can Participat&o be eligible for enrollment, land must be privadeataich will

restore, enhance, or measurably increase the likelihood of recovery of a threatened or
endangered species, must improve biological diversity, or increase carbon sequestration. The
Adjusted Gross Income provision in the 2008 Farm Bill wildexgroducers who make
more than $1 million dollars a year from HFRP and other conservation programs unless
two-thirds or more of the income is from farming. An exception can be made doya case
case basis if the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture detehatresssironmentally sensitive land

of species significance would be protected.

How it Works The landowner has three choices of agreements with associatedeost
rates: 1§ear agreements (50% of conservation easement value plus 50% of restoration
cogs), 30year easements (75% of conservation easement value plus 75% of restoration
costs), or permanent easemenfLl(®%o of conservation easement value plus 100% of
restoration costs). The permanent easement
eagment, but has now been made permanent in perpetuity in the 2008 Farm Bill. Of the
funding not more than 40% can be used forstwaie agreements while not more than 60%
may be used for easements. The landowner, U.S. Forest Service, and U.S. Flgh and Wild
Service develop a conservation plan that benefits rare species and resteave cost
assistance in implementing the plan and, in the case of easements, for the reduction in
property value due to the easement. Safe Harbor assurances are awaiffmiados to

allow habitat restoration for rare species without fear of increased regulation.

U.S. Funding in 2008 Farm Bilendatory funding of $9.75 million is provided for each of
fiscal years 202912.

Past U.S. Fundini 2006 $2,343,019 was adtigl for 11 contracts in 3 states covering a
total of 495,652 acres. In 2007 $2,055,175 was obligated for 19 contracts in 3 states on
197,826 acres.

Past Florida Fundinglorida has not had funding for the program.

Agency Offering Progrard.S. Forest 8ace and Natural Resources Conservation Service.
Websitesvww.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/HFRP/Proginfo
www.fs.fedis/projects/hfi/field-guide/web/page20.ph-lorida:

http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/

ContactNational office: Floyd Wood, Acting HFRP Manager7200242
floyd.wood@wdc.usda.goWlorida Office

Statutory Referencét Fed. Reg. 28528562 (5/17/06) 7 CFR Part 625
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/HFR PRRale.pdf
floyd.wood@wdc.usda.gov

9. Readiness and Environmental Protection Initiative (REPI)

Type of ProgramFinancial Incentive, Conservation Easement, Land Acquisition
Purposet.aunched in 2004 as paf U.S. Department of Defense Sustainable Ranges
Initiative, the REPI Program helps preserve land around military installations by providing

219


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/HFRP/ProgInfo
http://www.fs.fed.us/projects/hfi/field-guide/web/page20.php
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/
mailto:floyd.wood@wdc.usda.gov
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/HFRPFinalRule.pdf
mailto:floyd.wood@wdc.usda.gov

funds so that the installations can enter into agreements to acquire conservation easements.
The project aims toster partnerships with new allies, preserve test and training space,
provide funding to assist military installations in working with state and local governments or
nonrgovernment organizations (NGOSs), acquire easements from willing sellers, preserve
high-value habitat, limit incompatible development that threatens to jeopardize military
readiness.

Who Can Participateartnership includes national conservation organizations, regional and
local conservation groups, federal government partners, and aegidoeal governments.

Local landowners can tap into dollars when they put their land into conservation easements.
How it WorksFunding leverages public/private partnerships and additional financial
commitments to promote innovative land conservatiloions that benefit both military
readiness and the environment.

U.S. Fundindt9 million in 2005, $30.8 million in 2006, $30.6 million in 2007 and $36

million in 2008. Federal fiscal year 2005 projects secured 14,688 acres of buffer lands
through a comitment of $9 million in REPI funding, $13.9 million in contributed Service
funding, and $35.95 million in leveraged funding from non Department of Defense sources.
In the past three years a total of $89.5 million has gone towards 90 projects, cb28ring 59,
acres with $121.4 million from other contributed funds through 16 state and local
government partnerships and 22 NGO partnerships.

Florida Fundingln 2006 a project near Camp Blanding a military installation near
Jacksonville, Florida covered 3,52dsagith $21 million dollars. $400,000 of this was from
Department of Defense and the remaining portion from partnerships in the state including
Florida Forever and Florida Legacy Program. Another project in of 5,026 acres was
established around Naval 8tation Whiting Field in Florida with 7 million from
Department of Defense. It is awaiting $15 mi
Websitehttp://aec.army.mil/usaec/acub/acub00.html

ContactFlorida Defense Allianc@0 No. Magnolia Avenue, Suite 1100, Orlando, FL

32803, Telephone 40365600, emajbena@eflorida.com

10. Rural and Family Lands Protection Act

Type of Program: Conservation Easement, Land Acquisition

Purpose: The Rural and Family Lands Protection Act was enacted to help retain many
agricultural and rural lands in their mainly rural state.

Who Can Péicipate: Agricultural and rural landowners with open space.

How it Works: Under the law, four forms of payments could benefit landowners who
voluntarily place limitations on how their lands are used or dev&lepextual natural

resource conservation sements, agricultural easements;thasperpetual (39ear)

easemdn and payments to landowners who improve their land for watershed and wildlife
benefits are all provided in order to keep working lands and environmentally sensitive lands
from being coverted to more intensive uses such as residential or commercial development.
Although the act was passed in 2001, the program had not received funding until fiscal year
2009, when it wildl be funded as pamamh. of t he
Agency offering Program: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Contact: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Edward F. Kuester lll,
Division of Forestry, 3125 Conner Boulevard, Suite "I", Tallahassee, EB881%30.

Telephone: (850) 49929; Fax: (850) 98724

Funding: $10.5 million annually through the
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Websitehttp://www.fl -dof.com/forest_maagement/acquisitions_index.html

Statutory Reference: sections 570.71 and 259.105, Florida Statutes

2008 Legislative Update: The Rural and Family lands Protection Act will be funded
beginning in FY 2009, at an initial level of $10.5 million per ye&e fpurchase of

perpetual conservation easements or agricultural easements over working lands, as a
component of the stateds Florida Forever pro

11. Southeast Regional Partnership for Planning and Sustainability (SERPPAS)

Type of ProgranConservation Easement, CG8karing, Technical Assistance/Education,

Land Acquisition

PurposeThis multtagency and organization partnership was created in 2005 with the goal
of identifying andddressing regional sustainability issues which cross federal, state, and
local geographic and civil boundaries. The partnership includes Department of Defense,
Military Services, Environmental and Natural Resource Agencies from North Carolina,
South Carina, Georgia, and Florida, and federal agencies within the Southeast Natural
Resource Leaders Group, and various nongovernmental organizations.

Who Can ParticipatEligible organizations include state and local government and non
government organizati® including land trusts.

How it WorksObjectives of the SERPPAS action plan include development of 1) regional
sustainability projects to support the natural, economic and national defense resources and
2) Geographic Information Services sustainalgtitgion support tool that integrates

Federal, Department of Defense, military services, and state data for use in regional planning
by SERPASS and individual states. The Department of Defense has given authority to work
with partners to acquire lands rmaditary installations that provide both conservation and
military training benefits. The Department of Defense can enter into partnership agreements
with various entities for protecting conservation lands to minimize incompatible
development and losstwbitat and ecosystem functions. Department of Defense funds

with required cost sharing can be used to acquire fee simple or less than fee rights to
conserve such lands that also help protect military training, testing and readiness.

Florida and SERPPAHree focus areas were identified as demonstration areas for
SERPPAS efforts: eastern North Carolina, South Carolina, and includes Florida, Louisiana,
Alabama, and Georgia (FLAG). The FLAG corridor partnership envisions an alliance
between multiple padrs to conserve natural resources, promote compatible economic
development, and sustain the operations of military bases in the region. A number of
projects in Florida area already ongdiiog more information go to the SERPPwW8&bsite.
FundingFundinglevels unavailable.

Websitehttp://www.serppas.org/

Contactfor additional information please cal7E737#7790

12. Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)

Type of Programrechnical assistance, Conservation Easemerfh@dsg, Conservation
Contract

PurposeTo offer landowners an opportunity to establishtiemg conservation and
wildlife practices and protection; to protect, restore, andantvetlands on private or
tribal lands.
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Who Can Participateandowners of wetlands with a history of agricultusgthasare

restorable and beneficial for wildWigetlands converted after 1985 are not eligible.

Adjacent land that is functionallypeedent on wetlands and cropland or grassland that was
used for agriculture prior to flooding from the natural overflow of a closed basin lake or
pothole with the adjacent land that is functionally dependent on the cropland or grassland.
As of the 2008 Far Bill, landowners must have ownership of the property for seven years
prior to enrolling. The Adjusted Gross Income provision in the 2008 Farm Bill will exclude
producers who make more than $1 million dollars a year from WRP and other conservation
prograns unless twthirds or more of the income is from farming. An exception can be

made on a casg-case basis if the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture determines that
environmentally sensitive land of species significance would be protected.

How it Works Landowers voluntarily retire marginal land from agriculture, limiting the

land's use permanently while retaining it in private ownership. There are three options: (1)
permanent conservation easement (NRCS) pays for the easement plus 100% of restoration
costs)(2) 30 year conservation easement (NRCS pays 75% of the value of the easement plus
75% of restoration costs), or (3) «Jsre restoration agreement (NRCS pays 75% of
restoration costs). The land can be used for hunting, fishing, and other uses that are
compatible with providing wetland functions. The Farm Bill also changes the compensation
schedule for easements: easements valued at less than $500,000 will be paid in not more than
30 annual payments and easements in excess of $500,000 must belgastrbjrbat not

more than 30 annual payments unless the Secretary determines otherwise. The valuation
process for easements is now streamlined to facilitate enrollment. The Secretary may choose
the lowest value resulting from 3 options: (1) the faietvalkie of the land, as determined

by the Secretary, using the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practices or an area
wide market analysis or survey; (2) the amount corresponding to a geographic cap, as
determined by the Secretary; (3) the oféele by the landowner. The 2008 Farm Bill adds a
new Wetland Reserve Enhancement Program which authorizes the Secretary to enter into
agreements with states, tribes, and nongovernmental organizations to carry out the special
projects that address stateal, or regional priorities.

2008 Farm Bill Fundin§1.3 billion through 2012, which is enough to enroll 746,200 acres

of wetlands over the next five years for a total of over 3 million enrolled acres nationwide.
Past U.S. Fundin$1,142,396,678 frod@32007.

Past Florida Fundin§67,404,528 from 262807 which is nearly 6% of the U.S. total.

Agency Offering Programatural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
Websitewww.nrcs.usda.gov/proana/wrp/ ; in Florida:
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flwrp.html

Contact InformationFind your local NRCS office in the local phone book or at
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/apgee attached sheet with Florida NRCS

contacts

Statutory Referend®’ Fed. Reg. 39288255 (6/7/02) 7CFR Part 1467
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/wrprule.html

** will be revised following 2008 Farm Bill rulemaking
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislatidi0/FB/Conf/CRIang.pdf

b. Covenant and Deed Restrictions

c. Stewardship Exchange Agreements
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V. MARKET BASED PROGRAMS
a. User Fees
b. Eco-Tourism

1. Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program

Type of PrograniEco-Tourism, Conservation Contract, C8lsare

PurposelNew in 2008, the program encourages landowners and operators of privately held
farm, ranch, and forest land to voluntarily make that land available for access by the public
for wildlifedependent recreation, including hunting and fishing, and bird watching.

Who Can ParticipatBtate and tribal governments apply for grants and distribute funding to
private lanebwners of agricultural and forest lands.

How it WorksStates ahtribal governments apply for grants from the U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture. The Secretary will give priority to states and tribal governments that propose to
maximized participation, to ensure that land enrolled has appropriate wildlife habitat, to
strergthen wildlife habitat improvement efforts enrolled, to use additional federal, state,
tribal government, or private resources in carrying out the program, and to make available
the location of the site to the general public.

U.S. Funding in 2008 Farm :EB0 million from 2002012

No past funding because it is a new program.
Websitehttp://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/

Contact Find your local NRCS office in the local phone book or at
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/apgee attached sheet with NRCS contacts
Statutory Referendeules will be made in 2008 Farm Bill rulemaking; see farm bill
legislatiornttp://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Leqislation/110/FB/Conf/CRIang.pdf

c. Ecolabeling and Certification
d. Mitigation Banking

1. Wetland Mitigation Banking

Type of Prograniarket Based Prografaiitigation Banking, Conservation Easement
PurposeAllows those who need to mitigate wetland conversion on their lands to go to

wetl and mitigati on b an keimpaats ppposeddnthsire ocr edi t
property. These mitigation banks are generally contiguous areas and have greater ecological
integrity or conservation value than small, isolated mitigation projects. Wetland mitigation
banking can facilitate compliance witte stad federal permit requirements by providing a
mechanism for the establishment of new wetland areas, or "banks," in advance of anticipated
losses. Wetlands established in a mitigation bank provide "credits" which can be sold to
permit applicants, or wkby the bank sponsor to meet permit conditions.

Who Can Participateandowners and others who wish to establish and restore wetland
habitat. It applies to developers, agricultural producers or transportation departments who
are required to mitigate thengage done to habitat in other areas.

How it WorksMitigation banking is authorized by the federal Clean Water Act Section 404
permit program and the SwaBwster provisions of the 1985 Farm Bill. It is overseen by
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several federal agencies and requivebgders, transportation departments or agricultural

producers to replace, in equal améuhé wetland they destroy. It allows for outside

parties to establish and restore wetl ands an
wetland banking stem. Developers and farmers who need to mitigate wetlands on their

| ands can go to these banks and purchase cre
their own wetlands. Debits are considered to be any harm, degradation, or destruction to

wetland.

Wetland Mitigation in Florid@urrently Florida has 17 mitigation areas listed. Florida

implements Mitigation Banking through the Florida Department of Environmental

Protection and the five regional Water Management Districts. The U.S. Army Corp of

Engneers also has a role in regulating mitigation banks in Florida. In 2004, the Florida

Department of Transportation (FDOT) received recognition under the Federal Government

State Department of Transportation, Exemplary Ecosystem Initiatives Program for its

efforts in wetlands mitigation. In 1995 the FDOT established a large, first of its kind habitat
conservation bank in couth Central Florida. The FDOT used $2.4 million to purchase the

1,710 acre Johnson Ranch in Highlands County. The property is ndataBednch

Mitigation Park. Since the inception of the FDOT mitigation program in 1996, FDOT

districts have proposed 125 construction projects with wetland impacts to be mitigated

through the programs. As of 2007 more than 30 wetland mitigation varesdm

approved by the state for various future projects. Mitigation is a relatively new proactive and

most practices are less than 20 years old.

Funding Not relevant

Agency Offering Prografhis program is overseen by several federal agenciesgncludin

the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as well as

state agencies.

Websitehttp://www.mitigationbanking.org/mitigationbanks/index. htamd

www.dep.state.fl.us

ContactP.O. Box 547881, Orlando, FL 328881 (888) 27/9MBA

Statutory Referen®8 Fed. Reg. 1959640(4/10/08) 40 CFR Part 230
http://www.epa.gov/EPAWATER/2008/April/Day-10/w6918a.pdf

60 Fed. Reg. 58668614 (11/28/95)
http://www.epa.gov/EPAWATER/1995/November/Day28/pr-201.html

Note:The f i nal rul e on mitigation banking enti
Aquatic Resourcesod6 was received on May 5, 20
final rule on April 10, 2008. The rule is effective as of June Bal'haéld establishes

performance standards and criteria for compensatory mitigation, mitigation banks, and in

lieu programs to improve the quantity and success of compensatory mitigation projects.

e. Conservation Banking

1. Conservation Banking

Type of ProgranMarket Based Prograif@snservation Banking, Conservation Easement
PurposeProtects lands needed to maintain federal or state endangers#t spaties and

their habitatsThe purpose of conservation banks is to preserve large contiguous tracts of
habitat proactively to offset impacts from development activities. It aims to conserve or
restore the federal and state listed species habitat and allows private landowners to obta
conservation credits fro conserving and maintaining endangered species.
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Who Can PatrticipatBanks may be established on tribal, local, private, or state lands where
managing agencies maintain or will maintain habitat in the future. Use of conlsemkatio

on Federal lands is not precluded under this guidance, although there may be special
considerations concerning applicability of conservation banks on federal lands. Land used to
establish conservation banks must not be previously designateddration purposes

unless the proposed designation as a bank would add additional conservation benefit. Before
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) can approve the conservation bank, landowners
are required to: enter into a Conservation Bankingmiareevith the USFWS; grant a
conservation easement to an eligible third party, precluding the future development of the
property and restricting certain land uses; develop-tefdonghanagement plan for the

bank lands; and provide funding for monitorimg langterm management of bank lands.

In return the USFWS approves landowners to sell credits to those requiring mitigation for
species that occur on the banks designated service area.

How it Works:Conservation banks are permanently protected publivate dands that

are managed for federal endangered, threatened, and -o#kes@cies. Through the
approval process of a conservation bank, a management plan is developed, the elements of
the conservation easement are defined, and long term fuadiramisms are established to
manage the land in perpetuity. Like a biological bank account, once approved and
established, the conservation bank owner/operator receives habitat or species credits to use
or sell.Credits are banked for future trading amtkbanust be prapproved by federal and

state agencies and established within the context of a federal habitat conservation plan under
the Endangered Species Act.

Florida ProjectsConservation banks are currently being formed in Florida for the Florida
panther and Florida scrub j@he Florida Panther Conservation Bank in Hendry County is
1,930 acres in size and its primary goal is to provide habitat for Florida Panther. In addition,
the bank provides habitat for a multitude of species includingrida Black bear, several
species of raptors and the red cockaded woodpecker. This conservation bank has been in the
approval process since 2004 through the South Florida Ecological Services office of the
USFWS located in Vero Beach, Florida. The HD ROgalservation Bank is located in
Charlotte County. This bank site is approximately 1,650 acres in size and will be managed
for Florida scrub jay habitat. The bank has been in the approval process for just under one
year. Both bank sponsors are privatiolaners.

FundingFunded by developers who are destroying habitat

Agency Offering Programanks must be approved by federal and state agencies and
established within the context of a federal habitat conservation plan
Websitehttp://www.mitigationbanking.org/mitigationbanks/index.html
ContactGeorge_Dennis@fws.gov

Statutory Referend®0 FR 586058614 (11/28/95)
http://www.epa.gov/EPAWATER/1995/November/Day28/pr-201.html

f. Transfer Or Purchase of Development Rights (TDR or PDR)

1. Clustering

Type of ProgranTransfer of Development Right

PurposeThe goals of clustering programs are to use a Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) concept to promote the protection of large, mainly rural landscapes and allow for
some limited, discred¢velopment in economicallyderdeveloped rural counties.
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Who Can Participateandowners

How it Works: TDRs allow landowners to receive the economic benefits for the
development value of their property while transferring those rights to areas more
appr@riate for developmenbDevelopment credits are determined by the value of land

being protected in sending areas and are then transferred to receiving areas where
development occurs. Rules vary from county to county, but generally require a percentage of
a&ares be left in open space in trade for dev
development pattern where villages or hamlets are constructed, usually in a new urbanism
model that encourages pedesiid@nted, town center type communities.REDare

attractive to many property owners because they permit a landowner who has been

restrictivel-zomnzedde,d soor tohdaotwnonly one dwel | i
allowed, for example, in a rural area to recover his or her economichagsedoand best
use) on the restricted property by selling

land in receiving districts. In addition, developers are likely to purchase development rights
because it can allow them to build at higher @snsithich often results in higher profit
margins.

Agency Offering Programdtany local governments, working in coordination with the
Department of Community Affairs.

Contact Florida Department of Community Affairs, Sadowski Bldg., 2555 Shumard Oak
Blvd.

Tallahassee, FL 3238800

Emait ContactDCA@dca.state.fl.us

Telephone(850)488466

Fax (850)418566

Websitehttp://www.dca.state.fl.us/

2. Rural Lands Stewardship Areas program (RLSA)

Type of Programrlransfer of Development Right, Land Acquisition

PurposeThe Rural Lands Stewardship Areas (RLSA) program goal is torassfer of
Development Rights (TDR) concept to promote the protection of large, rural landscapes.
Who Can Participateandowners with at least 10,000 acres of land.

How it Works:Development credits are determined by the value of land being piotected
sending areas and are then transferred to receiving areas where development occurs. Rules
currently require that a minimum of 10,000 acres be available to plan the sending and
receiving process, which can either be in individual land ownership oedarhpadtiple
ownerships. RLSA agreements then must be incorporated into amended county
comprehensive plans. Rural Land Stewardship Agreements that protect a set nhumber of
acres in their predominantly agricultural or natural state and allow for syetdjent

on other parcels must be incorporated into amended county comprehensive plans.

Agency @fering Programany local governments, working in coordination with the DCA.
Contact Florida Department of Community Affairs, Sadowski Bldg., 2555 S@akard

Blvd. Tallahassee, FL 322990

Email ContactDCA@dca.state.fl.us

Telephone(850)488466

Fax (850)418566

Website http://www.dca.state.fl.us/

Statubry References. 163.3177, Florida Statutes
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g. Carbon Sequestration

1. Carbon Sequestration

Type of Program: Carbon Sequestration

Purpose: The 2008 comprehensive state energyabtésan Florida the ability to designate,
valuate and preserve forests and other natur
gas emitters to purchase emissions offsets from other entities, such as timberland owners,
that produce verifiable redocts to capture and store greenhouse gases that otherwise

would be released into the atmosphere.

Who Can Participate: Private landowners and entities that emit polluting greenhouse gases.
How it Works: There may be a market in Florida for landownelghe selrvices of their

natural or planted lands to polluting companies in order to offset the carbon released into

the atmosphere by the polluter through the capture and storage of greenhouse gases through
natural photosynthesis.

Agency offering Prograforida Department of Environmental Protection,

Statutory Referenc403.44 Florida Statute2q08 Legislative bill)
Websitehttp://www.dep.state.fl.us/lands

h. Agriculture

1. Community-Supported Agriculture

Type of ProgramAgriculture Market Based Program

Purpose CommunitySupported Agriculture (CSA) is generally found in or near urban or
suburban areas and is used to help fardieectly market their products to residents of

nearby communities and stay viable as an industry.

Who can Participat&rowers of agricultural food crops.

How it Works In one form of communigupported agriculture, farm customers agree to

pay for fam products at the time of harvest and, in return, receive regular delivery of
products during the growing season. The benefit to the farmer is reduced risk due to a set
amount of guaranteed income. Similar methods of supporting local agriculture include
conmmunitys upported farmersd market s, l i ke the Dt
held each Saturday in Florida cities such as Tallahassee, or the Delray Green Market in the
Park held each week in Delray Beach. In Florida there are more than 80 operating
conmunityb ased f ar mer ds mar ket s. Additionall vy,
encourage and enable farmers to sell their products, including organic and other specialty
products, directly to restaurants and other food retailers.

Agency offering Progim Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Websitewww.floridaagriculture.com/agindustry.htm
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VI.

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES
a. Cost-Share Incentives

1. Community Forest and Open Space Program d NEW in 2008 Farm Bill

Type of ProgramCostShare, Grants, Technical Assistance, Land Acquisition

PurposeNew in the 2008 Farm Bill, the program provides tedatehing grants to help

county or local governments, tribes, orpiafit organizations acquire private forests that

are threatened by conversion to-fayast uses and are economically, environmentally and
culturally important to communities.

Who Can BrticipateCounty or local governments, tribes, orpiafits and private forest

owners

How it WorksThe federal cost share of a grant cannot be more than 50% of the cost to
acquire one or more parcels of land. Eligible entities can provide a nastthdonation,

or in kind equal to the outstanding amount. Public access to lands under this program must
be provided as long as recreational use is consistent with the program goals. Ten percent of
the funding will be used for program administrationeshahical assistance.

FundingNot yet available

WebsiteNot yet available

ContactU.S. Forest Service, 25 John Knox Road, SL@8,H allahassee, FL 32303,
Phone(850) 528500

Statutory Referenc®ubject to rulemaking following passage of the 200884 in June.
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf

2. Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG)

Type of Progran€onservation Contract, C&ltare Incentives

PurposeThis is a voluntary program to stimulate the development and adoption of
innovative conservation approaches and technologies to address sonai@h‘temost

pressing natural resource concerns.

Who Can Participateroposed projects must involve the federal Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQHg)igible producers. Applications can come frorfederal

government agencies, nongovernai@mganizations, tribes, or individuals.

How it WorksThis program is authorized and funded within the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program. The funds are awarded through a nationwide competitive grant process
and there is also a state componerteTis a required ndederal match of at least 50%,
including half of this from {kind.

CIG in FloridaThe state component of CIG gives flexibility to the Natural Resource
Conservation Service State Conservationist to target CIG funds to smaliempitajec

their state that may have promise but may not be able to compete on the larger scale of the
national competition. Under CIG, Environmental Quality Incentives Program funds are

used to award competitive grants to-ieoleral governmental or nongovmental

organizations, tribes, or individu@l&s enables NRCS to work with other public and

private entities to accelerate technology transfer and adoption of promising technologies and
approaches:lorida made up to $150,000 in CIG funding avaitaobeHQIP funds in

2007.The CIG State Component offers eligible entities the opportunity to apply for grants
of up to $75,000.
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Agency Offering Programatural Resources Conservation Service
Websitewww.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cigh Florida:
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/flequip.htm

Contact Informatiorfind your local NRCS office in the local phone book or at
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/apgee attached sheet with NRCS contacts
Statutory Referend®9 Fed. Reg. 163398399 (3/29/04) 7 CFR 1466
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/CIG/FR%20Notice%20CIG %20

IFR.pdf

3. Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

Type of ProgramCostShare Incentives, Technical Assistance, Land and Water Rental and
Leases, Conservation Contract

PurposeTo reduce soil erosion, reduce sedimentation in streams and lakes, improve water
guality, establish wildlife habitat, restore flladas, and enhance forest and wetland
resources.

Who Can Participatdgricultural producers or ranchers with cropland or marginal pasture
land with a history of commodity production, an erosion Index > 8 (unless in a
Conservation Priority Area). Landevenmust have owned the land for at least 12 months
prior to the close of the sigip period (unless the new owners acquired the land as a result
of death of the previous owner, the only ownership change occurred due to foreclosure, or
the circumstances thfe acquisition present adequate assurance to the govemnasht
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) that the new owners did not acquire the land for the
purpose of placing it in the CRP). The cropping history requirement for enroliment has been
updatedn the 2008 Farm Bill to mandate that land must have been active for four of the
last six years from 2002 to 2007 to be eligible. Alfalfa angeautirasses and legumes in a
rotation practice with an annual agricultural commodity may contribute togetidg the
eligibility cropping history requirement. Land must be physically and legally capable of
producing an agricultural commodity crop in a normal manner or a certain kind of marginal
pastureland enrolled in the federal Water Bank Program de saitabarian buffer or for

similar water quality purposes. The Adjusted Gross Income provision in the 2008 Farm Bill
will exclude producers who make more than $1 million dollars a year from CRP and other
conservation programs unless-tinads or more bthe income is from farming. An

exception can be made on a-tgsease basis if the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture

determines that environmentally sensitive land of species significance would be protected.
How it Works Farmers convert highly erodiblgptand or other environmentally sensitive
acreage to vegetative cover, to improve the quality of water, control soil erosion, and
enhance wildlife habitat. Contracts are ranked based on the Environmental Benefits Index
(EBI) by the Farm Service Agency (FFAe FSA uses the following EBI factors to assess
the environmental benefits for land offers: wildlife habitat benefits resulting from covers
(e.g. grasses) on contract acreage; water quality benefits from reduced erosion, runoff, and
leaching; Odiarm kenefits from reduced erosion; Benefits that will likely endure beyond the
contract period; air quality benefits from reduced wind erosion; and cost. Farmers receive an
annual rental payment for the term of th&3.@ear contract. Cost sharing, up to %,
provided to establish approved conservation practices.

Agency Offering Progranihe program is funded through the governoened

Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) and administered by the Farm Service Agency, with
the Natural Resources Conservationi@(NRCS) providing technical assistance.
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CRP in FloridaFlorida contains part of the Longleaf Pine Initiative national conservation
priority area under CRP. This initiative is designed to reforest up to 250,000 acres of longleaf
pine forests in nin@gthern states. It was approved in 2006-Upig/ifor CRP in longleaf

pine areas are continuous if eligibility criteria are met.

2008 Farm Bill mandatory funding le%#00,000,000 for the period of federal fiscal years
2009 through 2012 to provide csisare payments and $25,000,000 for the period of federal
fiscal years 2009 through 2012 to facilitate the transfer of land in CRP land from retired or
retiring farmers to beginning or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers.

Past US fundingrrom 20012007 CRP was nationally funded at $11,657,649,000.

Florida Funding Levelisom 20032007 Florida was allocated $22,314,000, which was
0.19% of the U.S. total

Websitewww.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/cepd/chim; in Florida

Contact InformationFlorida State FSA Office, P.O. Box 141030. Gainesville, FL 32614
1030, Phone: 357934500, Fax: 352794580

Statutory Referen®? Fed. Reg. 760635 (2/19/97) 7 CFR Parts 704 and 1410
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/1996/CRPfrul.html

4. Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)

Type of ProgramTechnical assistance, Land and Water Leases, Conservation Contract and
CostSharing

PurposeTo provide benefits similar to the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), tailored
to meet significant environmental needs of individual states. Proposals areve@oypkrat
must involve a diverse group of stakeholders and generally 20% cost sharedaarahon
entities. There are CREP programs in about half the states. Language included in the 2008
Farm Bill now allows the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture to giviy poiprojects that

address local, state, and national conservation plans.

Who Can Participateandowners must meet the eligibility criteria for the Conservation
Reserve Program, plus additional criteria to meet individual states' programs.

How it Works A specific CREP project begins when a state, tribe, local government, or
localnongovernmentantity identifies an agricultwedated environmental issue of state or
national significance. These parties and FSA then develop a project proposal to addres
particular environmental issues and goals. Proposals are developed by diverse groups of
stakeholders with FSA and NRCS guidance and submitted through the governor to FSA.
State and federal partnerships provide landowners with incentive paymshée cost
assistance, and rental payments for installing speciertorggpnservation practices on
eligible land. Landowners enter into contracts {6 }@ars and remove certain lands from
agricultural production.

Agency Offering Prograrhocal offices ohie U.S. Farm Services Agency; Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Soil and Water Conservation District.

CREP fundingCREP is funded through Conservation Reserve Program at varying annual
levels.

CREP in FloriddJSDA and the State of Florida havedaed a $153 million Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to restore environmentally sensitive land in the
Florida Everglades, its estuaries, and river lagoon systems.
Websitewww.fsa.usa.gov/dafp/cepd/crep.htm

Contact Information: Florida State FSA Office, P.O. Box 141030. Gainesville, FL 32614
1030, Phone: 38794500, Fax: 352794580
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5. Conservation Stewardship Program

(Note: This is forynitik Conservation Security Program, changed in 2008 Farm Bill.)

Type of PrograntStewardship Exchange Agreement, Conservation Contract

PurposeTo promote the conservation and improvement of soil, water, air, energy, plant
and animal life on working pate and tribal lands by providing incentives to landowners for
adopting, improving, and maintaining practices to achieve environmental benefits.

Who Can Participat&€he program was funded originally on a watershed basis in a limited
number of locations \ss the nation. Language in the 2008 Farm Bill now makes this
program nationally available and not limited to specific watersheds. Eligibility and priority
for individual landowners/producers is based on a high level of current and planned
conservation #gities. Contracts are ranked to prioritize producers whose overall
conservation activities have the greatest environmental benefit. The Adjusted Gross Income
provision in the 2008 Farm Bill will exclude producers who make more than $1 million
dollars gyear from CSP and other conservation programs unles&tismr more of the

income is from farming. An exception can be made onlayaase basis if the Secretary

of Agriculture determines that environmentally sensitive land of species signifiddnce

be protected.

How it Works Contract duration is five years. Producers must agree to adopt new practices
and maintain and improve existing conservation activities to address priority resources of
concern identified f oed Landuage iptheo2008 EaemBills ar ea o
allows the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture to develop additional criteria for evaluating
applications to ensure that national, state and local conservation priorities are effectively
addressed. The program will enroll apprately 12.77 million acres nationwide every year
through 2012.

2008 Farm Bill Mandatory Fundifige bill adds $1.1 billion in this fiscal year, and will

allow enrollment of nearly 115 million acres over the next 10 years.

Past U.S. Fundinign 2007 $23844,712 was allocated for the program nationwide.

Past Florida Funding FI ori dads CSP was allocated $391, 7
U.S. funding.

Agency Offering Programatural Resources Conservation Service
Websitewww.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flcsp.htmi

Contact InformationFind your local NRCS office in the local phone book or at
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/appee attached sheet with NRCS contacts

Statutory Reference0 Fed. Reg. 15208223 (3/25/05) 7 CFR Part 1469
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/pdf_files/cspfedregcomments. pdf

** will be revised following 2008 Farm Bill rulemaking
http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/110/FB/Conf/CRlang.pdf
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6. Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

Type of ProgramCostShare Incentive, Technicakidtance, Conservation Contract
PurposeTo promote agricultural production and environmental quality as compatible
national goals by providing payments to producers to adopt and maintain conservation
practices.

Who Can Participateandowners with livestoor agricultural production on cropland,
rangeland, pasture, private4mafustrial forestland, and other working farm or ranchlands.

To be eligible for the program applicants must be an agricultural producer engaged in
livestock or agricultural prodectj be in compliance with the highly erodible land and
wetland conservation provisions of the 1985 Farm Bill; provide the Social Security number
of all individuals who will benefit from the assistance; meet the Adjusted Gross Income
provision of the 2008aFm Bill will exclude producers who make more than $1 million

dollars a year from EQIP and other conservation programs unkgsisdsvor more of the

income is from farming, with exceptions on aloasase basis if the U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture detrmines that environmentally sensitive land of species significance would be
protected; have an interest in the farming operation associated with the land being offered
for EQIP enrollment; have control of the land for the term of the contract; andibe with
appropriate payment limitation requirements (2008 Farm Bill limits the amount of total
conservation program payments paid to an individual or entity to an aggregate of $300,000
over a sikyear period. Each state will develop local priorities for EQdihg) based on

national priorities.

National PrioritiefReduction in water pollution, water conservation, reduction of emissions,
reduction in soil erosion, and wildlife habitat foisktspecies

Florida Priorities/Vater quality (proximity to sein@twetland areas, assistance in offsetting
laws and regulations, impaired watersheds, karsts features, or in high aquifer recharge area),
soil erosion, plant and animal health (reduction of invasive species, assikstarglat

threatened and endangespdcies, longleaf pine establishment, and improvement of wildlife
habitat. Different areas have different local priorities which are listed on the Florida NRCS
websitehttp://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/egip/flequip.htmi

How it Works EQIP offers financial and technical assistance to help eligible participants
install or implement structural and management practices on eligible agricultural land. One
to 10 year contracts provideantive payments and eekares to implement conservation
practices. The 2008 Farm Bill adopts a new process for determining payment levels for
conservation practices based on the costs associated with adopting a practice and revenue
foregone by the prodar. The NRCS can assist in the development of a plan and must
approve the plan. The cas$tare for certain conservation practices is up to 75%. Socially
disadvantaged farmers or ranchers are eligible to receive an increased cost share rate that is
25% abve the otherwise available rate, to a maximum of 90%. These producers may also
receive up to 30%of their total contract in advance to provide funds for materials and
contracting. Incentive payments may be provided for up to three years to encourage
produers to try practices they may not otherwise try. The 2008 Farm Bill also makes
additional forestry practices eligible including forest management and fuels management.
2008 Farm Bill Funding Levetgreased by 27.2% for a total of $3.393 billion. Rnsduc

can receive grants up to $300,000 over any six year period, with the Secretary authorized to
exceed the cap up to $450,000 for projects of special environmental significant.

Past U.S. Fundingrom 2003 to 2007 EQIP was funded nationally at $4,5234063,

Past Florida Fundingrom 20032007 Florida EQIP was allocated 2.5% of this national
funding for a total of $ 4,545,063,274.
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Agency Offering PrograrNatural Resources Conservation Service
Websitewww.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqiph Florida
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/flequip.html

Contact InformationFind your local NRCS office in the local phone boak or
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/apgee attached sheet with NRCS contacts
Statutory Referen®8 Fed. Reg. 32332355 (5/30/03) 7 CFR Part 1466
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/rules/eqip030530.html

7. Forest Land Enhancement Program (FLEP) d Program may be discontinued

Note: This program consolidates and replaces the Forestry Incentives Program (FIP) and
Stewardship Incentives Program (SIP).

Type of ProgranTechnical Assistance, C8staring

PurposeTo provide educational, technical, andstuste assistee to help private forest
landowners implement sustainable forestry management objectives.

Who Can Participatdon-industrial private forest landowners are eligible. Thehewst
practices are limited to the treatment of 1,000 acres per year vgtegateagayment not

to exceed $100,000 for the life of this FarmAilvaiver for the treatment of up to 5,000
acres is available if significant public benefit is sAdwnwaiver is granted through the
Florida Division of Forestry, State Foresteraqpdoved by the Regional Forestdrere is

no limit to the amount of forest land owned by an individual as long as the person qualifies
as and NIPF owner.

How it WorksThis program is administered through each state, optional in each and
voluntary folandowners. Each state develops priorities for how the funds will be used,
including minimum and maximum acres, aggregate payment, use for technical and
educational assistance, and practices that receslecestssistance. Landowners need a
forest mangement plan to be eligible for esisare assistance. The -Gbstre practices are
usually limited to 1,000 acres per year per landowner. Cost share7@8é.is 50

U.S. FundingOriginally given $100 million in 2002 Farm Bill, but some of this wa®given t
wildfire suppression during 2003. Funding is based on varying annual appropriation.
Funding in Floride$175,000 in 2006.

Agency Offering Programd:S. Forest Service and state forest agencies.
Websitewww.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/flep.shtml

Contact InformationJ.S. Forest Service, John Knox Road, Sui® FTallahassee, FL
32303Phone(850) 528500.

Statutory Referen®8 Fed. Reg. 34332319 (6/9/08) 36 CFR Part 2&ubpart C
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coopl/library/FLEP%20Rule.pdf

Revised IRS ruling: 2004 IRB LEXIS 113;-2004R.B. 544; REV. RUL. 2684
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/library/IRS%20FLEP%20Ruling.pdf

8. Partners for Fish and Wildlife (PFW)

Type of ProgranTechnical Assistan€@gstSharing

PurposeTo support voluntary restoration of wetlands and other fish and wildlife habitats
on private land through pubpcdvate partnerships. Projects are designed to restore native
habitat to as near a natural state as possible.

Who Can PéicipatePrivate land (any land not in state or federal ownership)
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How it Worksi andowners must provide a 1:1 non federal match (inclu#lind)in

Landowners agree to retain the restoration projects for at least 10 years, and otherwise retain
full conrol of their land. High priority projects address one of more of these criteria: benefit
migratory birds, migratory fish, or threatened and endangered species; high priority areas
identified by state fish and wildlife agencies and other partners; keraléational

Wildlife Refuges; or reduce habitat fragmentation. The program also provides technical
assistance to the United States Department of Agriculture and to landowners participating in
conservation programs administered by the USDA under thellfarm b

PEW in FloridaFocuses on habitat restoration of native habitats such as longleaf pine,
sandhill, and scrub, restoration of degraded streams and wetlands, and eradication of
invasive and exotic species. The program in Florida has been activ@tsanakré@eived

strong acceptance by private landowners. As of 2007, 181 private landowners had restored
over 28,258 acres and Partnerso®6 biologists
to private landowners.

Agency Offering Programd:S. Fsh and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

U.S. Fundingip to $75,000,000 for each fiscal year2006 was authorized in the

Partners for Fish and Wildlife Act.
Websitehttp://ecos.fws.govpartners/viewContent.do?viewPage=home

Contact Information: For a contact in your area, go to
http://www.fws.gov/partners/HowToPartner/altcont.html

Statutory Referend@UBLIC LAW 1@32941 OCT. 3, 2006 120 STAT. 1351 Partners for

Fish and Wildlife Act 16 USC 3771 (10/3/06)

http://www.fws.gov/partners/docs/1151.pdf

9. Private Stewardship Grant Program (PSP)

Type of ProgramCostSharing, Grants

PurposeTo provide grants and other assistance on a competitive basis to individuals and
groups for voluntary conservation efforts to benefit federally listedsgd, or candidate
species, or other-ask species on private lands.

Who Can ParticipatBrivate landowners, groups and organizations that partner with
landowners. Lands owned or leased by organizations may be eligible if the conservation
actions gdeyond measures and plans already in place or otherwise required.

How it WorksA proposal needs to describe the conservation efforts to be undertaken,
provide a plan for how and by whom the work will be implemented, describe the land where
the work wilbe done, and explain the benefits for the targetisét apecies. A 10% non
federal match (cash orkimd) is required.

PSP in Floridd&lorida has received a number of grants since 2003 targeting improvements
in habitat for the redockaded woodpeckeestoring longleaf pine, and removing exotic
species.

Funding in USFrom 2002007 funding nationally was $29.2 million.

Funding in FloridaDf the national funds, Florida has received $986,635 and $434,023 in
multi-state grants.

Agency Offering Prograftd:S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Websitehttp://endangered.fws.gov/grants/private%5Fstewardship/

Contact Informatiorprivatestewardship@fws.gps032316241
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Grants Referenc#5.632 Private Stewardship Grant Program
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/pdfs/PrivateStewardship/PSGP_200éxtubdf

10. Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)

Type of ProgranCostSharing, Conservation Contract, Educational/Technical Assistance
PurposeTo assist landowners who wargstablish and improve aquatic or upland wildlife
habitat. Projects with declining wildlife species are prioritized.

Who Can Participatin the past WHIP provided assistance to private landowners who were
unable to meet the specific eligibility req@nésnof other United States Department of
Agriculture conservation programs. This could be any landowner. The 2008 Farm Bill limits
WHIP funds to agricultural producers and-maiustrial private forest lands. The bill also
allows the Secretary to provuierity to projects that address issues raised by state,
regional, and national conservation initiatives including the State Wildlife Action Plans. The
Adjusted Gross Income provision in the 2008 Farm Bill will exclude producers who make
more than $1 midin dollars a year from WHIP and other conservation programs unless
two-thirds or more of the income is from farming. An exception can be made doya case
case basis if the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture determines that environmentally sensitive land
of species significance would be protected.

How it Works Natural Resources Conservation Service works with the participant to
develop a wildlife habitat plan for their property. WHIP agreements generally last from 5 to
10 years. The program provides up to @&@8tsharing. Participants voluntarily limit future

use of the land for a period of time, but retain private ownership.

National PrioritiesPromote the restoration of declining or important native wildlife

habitats; protect, restore, develop or enhaiuldenhabitat of atisk species (state and
federally candidate species, and listed threatened and endangered species); reduce the
impacts of invasive species on wildlife habitats; and protect, restore, develop or enhance
declining or importantaquatidwd | i f e speciesd® habitats.
Florida Prioritiednclude direct benefits to state and federally listed species, neotropical or
migrant birds, northern bobwhite quail, rare or declining habitats and tracts strategically
located within or near a Strategic Hal@ionservation Area used in the State Wildlife

Action Plans.

2008 Farm Bill Fundin§85,000,000 each of federal fiscal years20028

Past U.S. Funding0022007 funding was at $168,412,765

Past Florida Fundingrom 2002007 Florida received 1.45 PWHIP funding for a total

of $2,433,571.

Agency Offering Programatural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
Websitewww.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/whipih Florida:
http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/flwhip.html

Contact InformationFind your local NRCS office in the local phone book or at
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.dimcator/app ; see attached sheet with NRCS contacts
Statutory Referend®’ Fed. Reg. 48353 (7/24/02)
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/whiprule02.pdf

** Rule will change during rulemaking following the passage of 2008 Farm Bill.
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b. Land and Water Leases
c. Conservation Contracts

d. Debt Forgiveness

1. USDA Debt For Nature Program

Type of ProgranDebt Forgiveness

PurposeBorrowers reduce their U.S. Farnvise Agency (FSA) debt from loans, thereby
improving their overall financial stability, in exchange for conserving wildlife habitat and
improving the environmental and scenic value of their farms.

Who Can Participateandowners with FSA Loans securecklestate with eligible lands
(wetlands; highly erodible lands; lands containing aquatic life, endangered species, or wildlife
habitat of local, regional or national importance; lands-yed0f0oodplains; areas of high

water quality or scenic valhistoric or cultural properties listed or eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places; aquifer recharge area of local, regional, or state importance;
buffer zones necessary to protect proposed conservation easement areas; areas within or
adjacento federal, state, or local conservation areas). Borrowers need not be current on loan
payments to apply.

How it Works:The FSA will determine if the borrower is eligible and establish a contract
review team. This team, consisting of representatived=88mthe Natural Resource
Conservation Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and interested state, local, and
nonprofit conservation agencies, will work with the prospective borrower to conduct a field
evaluation of the farm. Within 30 days of itgergview, the team provides a report to the
county FSA official indicating the suitability of the land, potential contract boundaries,
recommended contract conditions, and a proposed management plan. In general, the
maxi mum amount of & thab can beo eapcelddsis cil@ilated e b

considering the present mar ket value of the

estate; and the number of acres to be covered by the contract. For borrowers who are up to
date on their loan payments or ngongia new loan secured by real estate, no more than 33
percent of the loan principal can be canceled in exchange for a contract. For delinquent
borrowers, the amount of debt canceled may surpass this amount provided it does not
exceed the appraised vatdiehe land on which the contract is placed. The term of a
conservation contract may be 50, 30, or 10 years. In general the following activities are
prohibited: Building, construction, or other development; alteration of vegetation or surface
or ground wadr, except for the purposes of wildlife habitat restoration or management;
allowing access for livestock unless necessary to provide drinking water; harvesting timber;
agricultural production; placing refuse, wastes, or other debris or contaminants on the
contract area. Timber thinning and harvesting and other compatible uses may be allowed if
they achieve the contract goals. The borrower retains the rights to control public access on
the contract area and may use the area in a manner compatible witinaitte(lvonting

and fishing).

Funding LevelCurrently unfunded

Agency Offering Progrard.S. Farm Service Agency

Websitewww.fsa.usda.gov

Contact Russell Johnson, Florida F$223734500

Statutory Referendgot available
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VII.

Tax Incentives
a. Federal Income Tax Incentives

1. Federal Income Tax Incentives

Type of Program§&inancial Incentive

PurposeTo encourage habitat conservation income tax deductions are given to landowners
for donating conservation easements, for incurring conservation expenditures, and from
revenue derived on lands that are managed to support natural habitat. The value of a
donated conservation easement may be deducted from federal income taxes if the easement
is for conservation purposes and is transferred to a qualified organization.

Who Can Participateandowners with qualifying easement donations. The easement must

be perpetual, donated to a qualified organization for conservation purposes and provide
some benefits to the general public. The land subject to an easement mustegitteer prot
scenic view for the general public, open space, an important, relatively natural habitat, or
historic property, or provide public education or outdoor recreation.

How it WorksA conservation agreement donor can deduct up to 50% of their adjusted

gross income in any year; qualifying farmers and ranchers can deduct up to 100% of their
adjusted gross income. Donors can take deductions for their contribution over as many as
16 years. Exclusion of cost share payments from gross @8eation 126 ohe Internal

Revenue Code allows landowners to exclude from their gross income all or some of the
costshare payments received from federal and state government conservation programs. In
order to do so 2 conditions must be met: (1) the U.S. Secretaigudfubg must

determine that the payment is primarily for the conservation of soil and water resources,
protecting or restoring the environment, improving forest or providing wildlife habitat; and

(2) The U.S. Secretary of the Treasury must determitine thayment does not significant
increase the annual income derived from the property. Deductions for Conservation
Expenditures: Section 175 of the Internal Revenue Code enables landowners who invest in
soil or water conservation to deduct relevant eepengheir income tax return, as long as

the land is or was used the in the past for agriculture. A donated conservation easement can
also qualify as a charitable gift, which entitles the landowner to deductions on their federal
income tax return based meeting several conditions specified in the Internal Revenue

Code.

Statutory Referendaternal Revenue Code (IRC) 170(h); 26 CFR Gh-OB(£&dition)

2. Economic Incentives for Land Development Regulation

Type of Progranfinancial incentives

Purpose To finance the implementation of the growth policy (comprehensive) plan,
specifically provisions for urban infill and redevelopment.

Who Can Participateocal governments

How it Works A local government with an adopted urban infill and redevelopment plan
may issue revenue bonds and employ tax increment financing for the purpose of
implementinghe growth policy plan, and areas designated by a local government as urban
infill and edevelopment areas shall be given a priority in the allocation of private activity
bonds from the state pool.
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Agency offering ProgranMany local governments, working in coordination with the
Florida Department of Community Affairs.

Contact Florida Depanmbent of Community Affairs, Sadowski Bldg., 2555 Shumard Oak
Blvd.

Tallahassee, FL 3238800

Emait ContactDCA@dca.state.fl.us

Telephone(850)438466

Fax (850)418566

Website http://www.dca.state.fl.us{Availability of these programs are triggered during
submission of comprehensive planning change requests by local governments.)
Statutory Reference 163.252, Florida Statutes

3. Endangered Species Recovery Expenditures

Under present law, a taxpayer engaged in the business of farming may treat expenditures that
are paid or incurred by him during the taxable year for the purpog®@oivater

conservation in respect of land used in farming, or for the prevention of erosion loss of land
used in farming, as expenses that are not chargeable to capital account. Such expenditures
are allowed as a deduction, not to exceed 25 perttengobss income derived from

farming during the taxable year. Any excess above such percentage is deductible for
succeeding taxable years, not to exceed 25 percent of the gross income derived from farming
during such succeeding taxable year.

Change in 2008 Farm Bill (Conference Agreement)

The Senate amendment adds to the above that expenditures paid or incurred by a taxpayer
engaged in the business of farming for the purpose of achiexspgafte management

actions pursuant to the Endangered Sp&ctasf 1973are to be treated the same as

expenditures fothe purpose of soil or water conservation in respect to land used in

farming, or for the prevention of erosion of land used in farming, i.e., such expenditures are
treated as not chargeable fitahaccount and are deductible subject to the limitation that

t he deduction may not exceed 25 percent of t
during the taxable year. The conference agreement provision is effective for expenditures

paid or incured after December 31, 2008.

b. Capital Gains Tax Incentives

c. Property Tax Incentives

Note: This includes tax credits for habitat maintenance or improvement o pdatiejeeedcredits for
Species Act compliance expenditures. A key complimentary incentive is related to how land values
assessed for appraisal purposes.

1. Agriculture Incentive Program (ASP)-Hillsborough County

Type of ProgranTax Incentive

PurposeThe Agricliure Stewardship Program (ASP) in Hillsborough County, Florida, uses
economic incentives in the form of property tax relief to maintain agriculture in the region.
Who Can Participat@gricultural landowner/operators.
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How it Worksin the ASP, a landownagrees to not convert agricultural land to a non
agricultural use for 10 years in exchange for an annual Agriculture Stewardship Grant, which
is based on a percentage ofathealordaxes paid to the county in the prior calendar year

on the taxable wa of land classified as agricultural and agriculture prodelctied

structures located on the land.

Agency Offering Progratdillsborough County, Florida
Websitewww.hillsboroughcotymorg/green/econdev.cfm

2. Greenbelt Assessment

Type of Program: Tax Incentive

Purpose: To allow agricultural property to be assessed ataal lealerdax rate than

other landl uses.

Who Can Participate: Agricultural landowners.

How it Wor ks advalorggrapertg taxrdlied i pravided through a land

valuation provision in the Florida State Constitution that classifies and assesses the rate of
tax on properties thare classified as agricultural land, land producing high water recharge
to aquifers, or land used solely for noncommercial recreational purposes, allowing for the
property tax assessment to be based solely on that character of use, which in many cases
greatly reduces the property taxes on rural lands.

Constitutional Reference: ARTICLE VII, SECTION 4, Constitution of the State of Florida

2008 Tax and Budget Reform Commission Proposal: Conservation Valuation

If approved by Florida voters in the N@3=Gdeer2l Election, an addition to the Greenbelt
constitutional provision will allow all lands used for conservation purposes to be classified by gener
assessed solely on the basis of character of use as natural resourcehicimséhvaltion properties
provide a greenbelt type valuation to lower the property tax burden on rural lands used for conserv

3. 2008 Tax and Budget Reform Commission Proposal
If appoved by Florida voters in the November 2008 General Election, a full ad valorem propert
exemption will be provided for landowners who have placed a perpetual conservation easeme
perpetual conservation protection over their property.

Congtutional Reference: ARTICLE VII, SECTION 3(g), Constitution of the State of Florida

4. Intangible Personal Property Tax Incentive

Type of ProgranTax incentive

PurposeProvide irdngible personal property tax relief to owners of lands used for
charitable purposes

Who Can Participateand trusts

How it Works Intangible personal property owned by nonprofit religious, nonprofit
educational, or nonprofit charitable institutionsespkfrom taxation under Florida law
assessing intangible personal property, where a land trust is considered a "Charitable
institution. 6 A Il andowner who donates | and
charitable under s. 501(c)(3) efltmited States Internal Revenue Code or forms such an
institution, such as a land trust, will be exempt from the 2 mills imposed on each dollar of
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the just valuation of all notes, bonds, and other obligations for payment of money which are
secured by mayage, deed of trust, or other lien upon real property. Intangible personal

property shall not be deemed to be owned by such exempt institutions if it is held in a trust

of any kind under which the institution has no present interest in the trust principal.

Agency Offering Program Each i ndi vi dual County Tax Asses
Statutory Reference 199.183, Florida Statutes

d. Federal Estate Tax Incentives

1. Federal Taxpayer Relief Act

PurposeThe Federal Taxpayer Relief Act provides landowners an incentive for putting land
under conservation easement by excluding 40 percent of the land value for the taxable estate
under a qualifying easement. The maximum amount that can be ex&h0feads.

Who Can Participateandowners who put land into a conservation easement.

How it WorksThis tax benefit is available for easements that reduce the fair market value of
a property by at least 30 percent. Fewer benefits are available émte#saneduce

property values by less than 30 percent. A conservation easement can greatly reduce the fair
market value of land, especially in areas facing intense development pressure (like Florida).
The Internal Revenue Code allows the value of deeedements to be deducted from the

taxable estate of the landowner, significantly lowering the estate taxes. Right now this
incentive has little value because in 2001 tax law began to phase out the estate tax altogether
by raising the unified credit tor$illion in 2002, $3.5 million in 2009 and no estate tax in

2010. However, the estate tax will return in 2011, unless Congress takes action to change it
before then.

ContactUnited States Internal Revenue Service, tax attorneys

Statutory ReferendeublicLaw 10534
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/Content/NavigationMenu/GovernmentRelations/PublicLaws/

pl10534.pdf

VIIl. ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
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d. Education, Information and Technical Assistance

1. Common Species Common

Type of ProgramTechnical Assistance and €3isiring

PurposeThe purpose of CSC is to improve habitat condifor wildlife by focusing
conservation efforts on high priority habit a
(www.myfwe.com/wildlifelegacy/strategy.html

Who can ParticipatBrivate landowners

How it WorksHCSS biologists make specific recommendations (i.e. prescribed burning,
ground cover restoration, etc.) that can besbased to restore and conserve degraded
habitats such as sandhill and scrub.

Agency offering Prograforida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Websitewww.myfwc.com/LAP/financial.htm

Contact Brian Brancifort, FWCC (850) 48656 ext 17309, 620 S. Meridian St.
Tallahassee, FL 323B800

Emait Brian.Branciforte@ MMyFWC.cpm

2. Conservation Technical Assistance

Type of ProgranTechnical assistance

PurposeTo providetechnical assistance and education to landowners for planning and
implementing conservation systems that address diverse natural resource issues (including
USDA cost share programs and conservation incentive programs). Other technical
assistance relatescomplying with state and local requirements, complying with federal
regulations related to soil erosion and wetlands, and developing and implementing
conservation plans needed to ensure compliance with the law.

Program Prioritie®lanning to assist tbevners and operators of animal feeding operations

to address their conservation needs with an emphasis on helping those owners and operators
who need to comply under t he-pdnhPsAuice CCAFO r ul
pollution, such as nutrients, seshin pesticides, or excess salinity in impaired watersheds
consistent with Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDLSs) restrictions where available as well as
the reduction of groundwater contamination and reduction of point sources, conservation of
ground and surfaavater resources; reduction of emissions; reduction in erosion and
sedimentation; promotion ofrdgk species habitat.

Who Can Participateand users, communities, units of state and local government, other
federal agencies.

How it WorksNRCS providesonservation technical assistance to private landowners,
conservation districts, tribes, and other organizations through a national network of locally
respected, technically skilled, professional conservationists who provideasgdnce

solutions to helandowners conserve, maintain and improve the resource base. Most
technical assistance provided by NRCS is based on the voluntary development of a
conservation plana resource assessment of the land that allows the client to determine the
opportunitiesor using the resources under their care and how they may achieve their goals.
A successful plan helps client achieve their objectives while, at the same time, meet his or
her responsibility to care for the land.

Agency Offering Programatural Resourc&onservation Service (NRCS)
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Website:http://www.nrcd.usda.gov/programs/ctan Florida:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cta/

Contact: Jame Johnson, Acting CTA Leader,-BOR5988; see attached chart for local
contacts.

3. Forest Stewardship Program (FSP)

Type of Programrechnical assistance

PurposeTo provide tdmical assistance, through state forestry agenciesjndustnal

private forest owners to encourage and enable actierharfgrest management to

provide timber, wildlife habitat, watershed protection, recreational opportunities and many
other bentts for landowners and society, both now and in the future. A primary focus of
the Program is the development of comprehensivef@solirce management plans that
provide landowners with the information they need to manage their forests for d variety o
products and services.

Who Can Participatdlon-industrial private forest landowners who are committed to the
active management and stewardship of their forested properties for at least ten years;
minimum ownership is 20 acres.

How it Works Landownersalelop comprehensive, muitsource management Forest
Stewardship plans that provide information and strategies to manage their forests for a
variety of products and services to sustain forest health and vigor. The FSP is not a cost
share program. Cesttare assistance for plan implementation may be available through
other programs such as the Forest Land Enhancement Program.

Farm Bill 2008 Fundinitust go through appropriations

Past US Fundinffrom 20042006 funding was over $10 million nationally.

Past Florida fundingNlo projects completed

Agency Offering ProgrardS Forest Service and state forestry agéfioeda Division of
Forestry)

Websitewww.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/@fsp.shtml; in Floridahttp://www.fl -
dof.com/forest_management/cfa_steward_index.html

Contact Tony Grossman, Conservation Programs Manager, Telephone:-88074 Hax:

850/ 9218305, Emailgrossma@doacs.state.flHs Kuester, Florida Division of Forestry,
3125 Conner Blvd. Tallahassee, FL 32899, Phone: 8%14-9929, FAX: 850/ 926724
Email kuestee@doacs.state.fl.us

4. Small County Technical Assistance Program

Type of ProgramTechnical assistance

Pumpose To provide opportunities for revenue enhancement beyond the development
potential of lands in small rural counties.

Who Can Participat€ounties with a population of 75,000 or less

How it Works:The state Department of Agriculture and Consumec&ewill assist small
counties in developing alternative revenue sources, provide assistance to small counties in
areas such as financial management, accounting, investing, purchasing, planning and
budgeting, debt issuance, public management, managestems, sgomputers and
information technology, economic and community development, and public safety
management, and award contracts tepnoiit entities who will assist small counties to

better develop revenue sources other than ad valorem tax revanyeof tfle forms of
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assistance are in relation to improvement of agricultural enterprises and similar efforts that
have the effect of providing ndevelopment revenue opportunities for rural landowners.
Contact Britt Evans, Rural Development Coordindtmrida Division of Forestry, Forest
Management, 3125 Conner Boulevard, Tallahassee, FIL&XB99

Telephone(850) 4149955

Email evansbl@doacs.state.fl.us

Websitehttp://www.fl -dof.com/forest_management/cfa_rural_index.html

Statutory Reference 163.05, Florida Statutes

5. Soil and Water Conservation Assistance

Type of ProgramDirect funding, Technical assistance, Conservation Contract and Cost
Sharing

PurposeTo encourage farmers and ranchers to voluntarily address threats to soil, water, and
related natural resources, including grazing letahds, and wildlife habitat. The program

will also help landowners comply with federal and state environmental laws and make
beneficial, cosffective changes to cropping systems, grazing management, nutrient
management, and irrigation.

Who Can Particgie SWCA is available nationwide, but only in areas that are not

designated as priority areas for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP),
Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP), and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Applicants
must own or controhie land.

How it Works NRCS will work with the landowner to develop a (required) conservation

plan. NRCS will determine eligible practices using a locally led process. There is a five to ten
year contract period. The maximum total payment per partstiptmiot exceed $50,000.

The federal cost share is 75% of the cost of an eligible practice.

Agency Offering Programatural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
Websitewww.nrcs.usda.gov/prograiswca/

Contact InformationFind your local NRCS office in the local phone book or at
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/amee attached sheet with NRCS contacts

e. Legal and Administrative Assistance

f. Recognition
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CONSERVATION TOOLKIT GLOSSARY

CONSERVATION ALTERNATIVES 0 Alternatives to traditional conservation
incentive programs that encourage landowners to engage in conservation activity by limiting
landowner liability, or providing regulatory relieh feavironmental statutes.

Legal/Statutory Conservation Alternativesd new rules or regulations that in some
way limit landowner liability or issue some type of permit for habitat modification

Safe Harbor d The Fish and Wildlife Service and the Nationah#and Fisheries

Service provide participating property owners assurances that additional land, water
and natural resource use restrictions will not be imposed as a result of their voluntary
conservation actions to benefit listed species. When theypowypesr meets all the

terms of the agreement, the Services will authorize incidental taking of the covered
species at a level that enables the property owners ultimately to return the enrolled
property back to agreed upon baseline conditions. This pesgiats landowners

with the uncertainties of managing their lands that are habitat of federally listed
species.

Candidate Agreements 0 In return for voluntary land management to benefit

wildlife that is declining and may be listed in the future (bcamently listed

under Endangered Species Act), the landowner receives future regulatory certainty
that if a species covered by a CCAA is later listed, the landowner enrolled in that
agreement has no legal obligations beyond what he or she committedhe do

CCAA.

Regulatory Relief 8 Exempts a landowner from legal obligations that are part of
environmental regulations. This may also include liability limitation.

PROPERTY INCENTIVES --Propertyincentives change the distribution of habitat
ownership user rights that provide opportunities for landowners to alter their legal rights
use or ownership of their property, usually in exchange for money.

Conservation Easements 8 A legal agreement that transfers a portion of the rights
associated with a piedguooperty, such as development rights, while allowing

landowners to maintain ownership and to use the land in ways that does not conflict

with the terms of the easement. Landowners agree to give up specific rights

regarding how the land will be usedchuatotherwise continue to use and enjoy the
property as before. Easements can be ter
(forever). Easements run with the land even if it is sold to new owners.

Covenant -- A covenant is a contract between aolanér and a second party that

may stipulate certain land uses or practices. Like easements, a covenant can be used
to restrict certain land uses, and it may follow the property to subsequent owners.
Covenants are less secure than conservation easecsms they do not follow a

uniform federal statute, lack clear enforcement provisions, and may be challenged by
future landowners.
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Deed Restrictions 8 Deed restrictions are similar to covenants in that they are used
to restrict the land use. They areegaly not enforceable or transferable.

Stewardship Exchange Agreements d Agreements in which landowners
implement conservation measures on their private land in exchange for use privileges
on public land.

MARKET-BASED PROGRAMS 9 affect the value of asource (including wildlife
habitat), or a product derived from a resource through the creation of new economic
opportunities.

User Fees d state authorized fees charged to third parties for the use of natural
resources, which may be consumptive ocicomsumptive, on public or private

land. Fees involve an agreement between a landowner who engages in conservation
activity and a public agency that regulates a particular natural resource. Compatible
consumptive use usually includes hunting, fishingewiieling, etc. In this

situation the landowner installs a conservation practice or establishes an easement,
but charges others to use the land for hunting, or other compatible uses.

Eco-Tourism -- tourism rooted in the notion of honoring the envirortraad
impacting it as little as possible. This can be a source of revenue for landowners
who create eetmurism opportunities on their land.

Ecolabeling and Certification d provides consumers with information regarding

the environmental impact of a gaodervice. The idea behind these labels is to use
product information to change producer and consumer behavior and to improve
environmental health by linking management practices to consumer demand for
environmentally friendly products. A governmemicgg® private certification
organization sets standards which must be met to allow the product to use the eco
label. Certification inspection is carried out by a third party or a government agency
confirms that the product meets certification standards.

Mitigation Banking o Preserving and/or restoring large contiguous natural areas

for the purpose of mitigating in advance the adverse effects of development or other
land alteration activities; mitigation banks allow developers and landowners with
eligiblesites to transfer mitigation responsibility to rauttir e s o0 banké si t es
degraded lands that bank operators enhance or restore to carry out their clients
mitigation responsibilities. Mitigation banks began mostly as an effort to protect
wetlands but soencommunities now use it to protect habitat for threatened and
endangered species. Wetland mitigation is authorized by the Clean Water Act
Section 404 permit program and the SwBngper Provisions of the 1985 Farm

Bill. It is overseen by federal ageraral requires developers or agricultural

producers to replace, in equal amounts, the wetlands they destroy.

Conservation Banking d The purpose of conservation banks is to proactively

preserve large contiguous tracts of habitat to offset impacts fréopaew
activities. Areas are set aside to provide habitat for endangered or at risk species.

3.2



Conservation banking allows private landowners to obtain conservation credits for
conserving and maintaining endangered species or their habitat. Credits are
obnkedo6 for futur e t-apprdvethby fedenaldndistaten ks mu st
agencies and established within the context of a federal habitat conservation plan

under the Endangered Species Act.

Purchase of Development rights 8 Pay landowners for plagia deed restriction
on their land that limits its future development.

Transfer of Development Rights 8 Permits property owners in development

restricted areas to sell their development rights to property owners in designated
receiving areas where develept is allowed. Participating in this type of program
requires the community to establish designated sending and receiving areas. Credits
are awarded to landowners who establish conservation easements in sending areas
and these credits can be purchagddndowners in receiving areas who can use the
credits to increase the density of developments in the receiving areas and thus
increase their profits.

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES o Payment in exchange for habitat conservation or projects
and activities that pnove habitat.

Compensation Programs d Designed to reimburse individuals who suffer

economic losses due to wildlife depredation or damage. Full or partial payment is
made in the form of cash or other assistance. Programs are managed by both public
and pivate entities and their overall purpose is to mitigate human/wildlife conflicts,
with the intention of providing support for the presence of wildlife.

Public Cost-Share Incentives d Designed to assist landowners with the costs of
implementing habitat dmesource conservation projects, each with its own eligibility
criteria, payment levels and mechanisms. There are several common characteristics
of these programs: 1) most provide technical assistance; 2) most are not aimed
directly at species or hab@ahservation but instead predominately address soill
erosion and water quality problems that have indirect beneficial impacts on species
and habitats, especially aquatic habitats; 3) depending on the purpose and structure
of each program or recommended ag@ment practices, cost share amounts can

range from 50 percent to 100 percent. In addition, many programs offer extra
incentive payments for the adoption of specific practices or for a selected habitat

type.

Private Cost-Share Incentives 8 Funding of poactive projects and practices to

prevent conflicts between | andownersod eco
or livestock) and native wildlife. Private funds are employed to provide assistance to
livestock owners and other rural landownersstesbare preventative measures to

avoid conflicts between wildlife and humans.

Land and Water Leases 0 Land rental payments are given to landowners who
install and maintain certain conservation practices on their lands. These leases occur
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primarily in tle federal sector, and specifically through the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

Conservation Contracts 0 Resource conservation service contracts between private
parties or between private parties and public agencies do not transfer specific
ownership riglstbut contractually bind the landowner to manage his or her land to
achieve specific environmental goals. Typically, a landowner who agrees to the
contract term receives a payment in return for meeting the outlined objectives. In
the private sector, proderprocessor contracts can require the use or ban of certain
inputs or management practices to improve food safety, water quality, or protect
species and their habitats.

Debt Forgiveness 8 The Farm Service Agency and the U.S. Department of

Agriculture mnage a Debt for Nature Program which helps landowners improve

their overall financial stability and improves wildlife habitat, environmental quality

and the scenic value of agricultural lands. The financial incentive is cancellation of a
portionofthepr t i ci pant 6s debt in exchange for
land that is in a high priority area composed of wetlands, highly erodible lands, or

lands in 10§@ear flood zones may participate. The amount of debt that can be
cancelled is caletéd by considering the present market value of the farm, the value

of the debt itself and the number of acres to be covered by a conservation contract.

Insurance d Insurance programs are similar to compensation programs and are
designed to minimize poteh financial losses incurred as a result of livestock
predation by carnivores. Potential claimants pay premiums to private or public
insurance programs and premiums are determined by market values of historic loss
rates.

TAX INCENTIVES 0 Provide a finacial benefit to those landowners who maintain or
restore land for a variety of conservation purposes. Tax incentives do not seek to balance
existing lanthased revenues and opportunity costs, but are intended as motivating
incentives and economic sighaté as compensation for the effects of lawful and

appropriate government regulations.

Income tax incentives 8 Reductions in federal income tax that result from donating
conservation easements, excluding conservatighamsipayments from gross
incomeor deducting conservation expenditures, and from revenue from lands that
are managed to support natural habitat.

Capital gains tax incentives d Taxes on capital gains are taxes placed on the profits
from the sale of real estate or investments. Taxagpital gains may be avoided

when a landowners donates land to a qualifying government agency or nonprofit
conservation organization. This allows the landowner to write off a portion of value
of the property and simultaneously contribute to environmesttdton.

Property tax incentives o Allowable tax deductions at the state and/or local level

including tax credits for habitat maintenance or improvement, or partial tax credits
for Endangered Species Act compliance.
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Estate tax incentive d Estate taxesiust be paid on the market value of inherited
property at its oOoOhighest and best wuse. o6 T
potential in terms of housing. The Federal Taxpayer Relief Act provides landowners

an incentive for putting land under corstom easement by excluding 40 percent

of the land value from the taxable estate under a qualifying easement. The maximum
amount that can be excluded is $500,000. A conservation easement can greatly

reduce the fair market value of the land, especeigamfacing intense

development pressure. Section 2055(f) of the Internal Revenue Service

Restructuring and Reform Act of 1998 amended section 2031(c) allows an estate tax
deduction for a post morteeasement.

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS ¢ Facilitate and assiandowner participation with, and
understanding of, various incentive mechanisms and programs. Programs include provision
of education and technical assistance, establishment of administrative structures and
landowner recognition programs.

Education, Information and Technical Assistance d Educational programs and
technical assistance involve the transfer of conservation information to landowners
to improve their decision making and to facilitate the adoption and use of
environmental practices. Assiseamay range from providing data, disseminating
information about new technologies or practices, helping with grant of permit
applications, coordinating projects and helping to prepare conservation plans. At the
federal and state levels, education ahdital assistance are usually offered in a
package along with cataring of management practices or some form of land
conservation program.

Administrative and Organization Structures -- Administrative incentives refer to
implementation procedures teatourage landowners to conserve habitat in
exchange for simpler and less cumbersome administrative requirements.
Coordination of incentives through administrative reform and the provision of
assistance from ngovernmental conservation organizationsalsayencourage
landowner participating.

Recognition Programs & Designed to provide public acknowledgement of
landowners who maintain and/or restore habitat for wildlife on their property. They
are a means of demonstrating public appreciation for lansl@ffogs to conserve
atrisk species and their habitats.

LAND ACQUISITION PROGRAMS 4 Private land or property rights can be purchased
outright, obtained through donation, or swapped for other land of value to the landowner.
Land acquisitions can be mad fair market value, at assessed value, or at a reduced rate.
Landowners may accrue tax benefits for bargain sales or land donations.

Fee-Simple Acquisition -- outright purchases of land made with funds from grant

programs, land trusts, national corege@n organizations or state and federal
dollars.
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OTHER TERMS

Biodiversity -- The variety and variability within and among living populations and the
ecosystems within which they occur; includes diversity of genes, species, ecosystems, and
landscapes.

Development rights -- The right of property owners to develop their land in accordance
with applicable local state, and federal laws; this right may be exchanged for a conservation
easement.

Ecosystem -- The living and nefiving components of the erviiment that interact or
function together, including native plants, animals, and people as well as the physical
environment and the energy systems in which they exist.

Habitat 0 The natural environment of an organism; habitat contains the elements of a
landscape that the plant or animal needs for survival

Land Trust 8 Land trusts are privately supported, nonprofit land conservation
organizations whose purpose is to protect human and natural resources, including
productive farmland and forest.

Reserve -- An area that serves as a primary site for the protection, restoration, and
maintenance of native landscapes and ecosystems and associated biological diversity.

Riparian ¢ Living or located on the bank of a natural watercourse; a riparian corridor is a
coridor adjacent to and/or including the banks of a body of water functioning to protect
water resources and environmental integrity.

Statute -- A statute is a formal, written law of a country or state, written and enacted by its
legislative authority

Working lands 6 Land that has been modified by humans to produce food, fiber, or other

materials; working lands include lands used for agricultural protection, forestry, ranching,
and mining; also callearking landscapes.
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