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Cichlasoma trimaculatum

e Contral American Cichlid, C. trimaculatum is a relatively new fish in the

g,bptgal'fish industry., It is closélyrrelated-to Cc. urophthalmus and has often
been tonfused with it, Theése two Cichlids ave geographically separated by the

conkiacntal divide with C, trimaculatum occuring in streams which flow into the

Pacific Ocean and C. urophthalmis indigenous to Atlantic coastal streams., Both

of those species are classed as brackish water cichlids.

Several dozen specimens of C. trimaculatum were rescued from rotenone treated .

water in Manatee County on Octobe?‘20, 1975 and t?ansportéd Eo the Exotic Fish
laF in Boca Raton, Thﬁse fish were plaéed iﬁ a 600 gallon agquarium with 8 o/ob
(parﬁs per khohsand) salt water. No shock was noted so two of the fish were
transferré& to another aquarié contéihing 24 ©/oo salt water. No adwerse effects
were noted énd théée fish were observed féedihg soon after introduction to the
saline environment, | |

Cichlasoma trimaculatum have well developed dentition with rather prominent

white conical teeth readily viéable in adult specimens, ‘féoﬁ habits are not fuliy
knoum at this time but they have been observéd fgeding aétivelj on Platties aﬁd'
@ambusia and ére'quite‘effidient piscivores, |

The lake, from which these fish were obtained, is éonhected to the Manatee
River where.it widens info a salt water bay‘bn entering Tampa Bay. There is -
1ieele cﬁanée'that_this fish has not been able to establish itsélf in the Mana£ee
River and berhaps pther streams confluent to‘Tampa Bay.

There was, repor;ed to be, a fairly active fishery for these €ichlids by
Tesidents in the area so it may be as$umed these fish have been'féunﬁ.palatéblg and

'ﬁlﬂﬂ to be an'acceptable size to be harvested. "We heard reports of speciments of °



about twn pounds but did not observe any that large during the rotenoan treatuwent,

The complete absence of largemouth bass from the ﬁwenty acre lake containing
these Cichlids, probably accounts for their bééoming.thé dominant épeéiesrthctc;
The acﬁompanying stunted Bluegill-population ﬁas typica1‘9f a cummuhit& lacking
sufficient -large predator fishes such as bass, pickerel and mudfiﬁh. No dﬁubt the
Cichlid had been able to consume numbers of the very small biuegills. Their
rglatively‘small.moufh préﬁentcd their being able to consume the intermediate si?é

bream,

The pfeécnce of live C, trimaculaltum in the'shallowslone.day'after treatment

‘with 4 ppm. Noxfish indicates a remnant population of the ekotic
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