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FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION – MARINE TURTLE CONSERVATION GUIDELINES – REVISED 2007 

Table D-1.  Authorized Activities. 

AUTHORIZED ACTIVITY INCLUDES: NOT AUTHORIZED TO (UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED ON PERMIT): 

CONDUCT EDUCATIONAL 
SNORKEL/DIVE PROGRAMS 

► Allowing people to snorkel and/or dive in 
tanks holding marine turtles. 

► Holding loggerheads for educational display. 

► Allow snorkel/dive participants to approach, touch or handle marine turtles. 

CONDUCT HATCHING SUCCESS 
EVALUATIONS 

► Conduct hatching success inventories on post-
emergent nests. 

► Conduct nesting surveys. 
► Mark nests. 

CONDUCT HATCHLING 
ORIENTATION INDEX (HOI) SURVEYS 

► Conducting HOI surveys. ► Conduct any other activity unless specifically authorized on permit. 

CONDUCT NECROPSIES ► Conducting necropsies on stranded turtles 
found dead or turtles that die while in 
captivity. 

► Use the carcass or any parts, thereof, for any purpose not specifically listed on the permit. 

CONDUCT NESTING SURVEYS ► Nesting surveys. 
► Marking nests. 
► Hatching success inventories. 
► Rescue and release hatchlings. 

► Relocate nests. 
► Screen nests with self-releasing ore restraining screens/cages. 
► Use a hatchery. 
► Conduct night public hatchling releases. 

CONDUCT NIGHT PUBLIC 
HATCHLING RELEASES 

► To conduct night public hatchling releases. ► Hold hatchlings for extended time to facilitate public release. 
► Hold hatchlings in water prior to release. 
► Conduct nesting surveys. 
► Relocate nests. 
► Protect nests with self-releasing or restraining cages or screens. 
► Use a hatchery. 
► Excavate a nest 70 (cc) or 80 days (dc) or 72 hours after first sign of emergence, which ever comes first. 
► Use lights to lead hatchlings to the water. 

CONDUCT PUBLIC TURTLE 
WATCHES  

► To conduct public awareness turtle watches. ► Conduct public awareness turtle watches with any species other than a loggerhead. 
► Conduct more than 5 watches per week. 

CONDUCT STRANDING/SALVAGE 
ACTIVITIES 

► Conducting stranding and salvage activities. ► Transfer or transport specimens (dead or live) into or outside Florida. 

HOLD LOGGERHEADS FOR 
EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY 

► Displaying loggerhead turtles. ► Display rehabilitating loggerheads turtles whose health would be compromised by the display. 
► Display any other species [except loggerheads] solely for educational display. 

HOLD NON-RELEASABLE TURTLES ► Holding any species of marine turtle of 
unknown origin or whose origin does not 
genetically match populations found in 
Florida waters. 

► Holding any species of marine turtle with a 
disability that would preclude it from 
surviving in the wild. 

► Hold any releasable marine turtle. 

HOLD TURTLES FOR 
REHABILITATION 

► Holding sick/injured turtles for rehabilitation. ► Hold turtles for educational display. 
► Hold non-releasable turtles. 
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FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION – MARINE TURTLE CONSERVATION GUIDELINES – REVISED 2007 

Table D-1 (Page 2).  Authorized Activities. 
AUTHORIZED ACTIVITY INCLUDES: NOT AUTHORIZED TO (UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED ON PERMIT): 

MAINTAIN AND DISPLAY 
PRESERVED SPECIMENS 

► Maintaining and displaying preserved 
specimens for education and/or research 

► To transport or transfer preserved specimens 
within Florida. 

► Transport or transfer preserved specimens into or out of Florida. 
► Collect new specimens without consulting with FWC staff first. 

MARK AND EVALUATE NESTS ► Marking nests for hatching success 
inventories. 

► Conduct nesting surveys. 
► Relocate nests. 

RELOCATE NESTS FOR 
CONSERVATION PURPOSES 

► To relocate nests. 
► To mark nests. 

► Conduct nesting surveys. 
► Protect nests with self-releasing or restraining cages. 
► Use a hatchery. 
► Relocate a clutch at anytime after 9:00 AM the morning following deposition. 
► Use probes (other than fingers) to locate clutch. 

RESCUE AND RELEASE HATCHLINGS ► Collecting and releasing hatchlings found on 
the beach. 

► Holding hatchlings until release occurs. 

► Conduct nighttime hatchling releases. 
► Collect hatchlings that are still in the nest. 
 

SCREEN NESTS WITH RESTRAINING 
CAGES 

► Screening nests with restraining cages. 
► Marking nests 
► Hatching success inventories 

► Conduct nesting surveys. 
► Relocate nests. 
► Use a hatchery. 
► Use any caging material with a mesh size smaller than 2” by 4” unless authorized to protect nests with 

restraining cages or if there is an alternative escape area. 
► Use probes (other than fingers) to locate clutch. 

SCREEN NESTS WITH SELF-
RELEASING SCREENS/CAGES 

► Protecting nests with self-releasing. 
screen/cage. 

► Marking nests. 
► Hatching success inventories. 

► Conduct nesting surveys. 
► Relocate nests. 
► Screen nests with restraining cage. 
► Use a hatchery. 
► Use any screening material with a mesh size smaller than 2” X 4”. 
► Use probes (other than fingers) to locate clutches. 

TAG TURTLES USING EXTERNAL 
FLIPPER TAGS 

► Flipper tagging turtles. 
 

► Hold turtles for any reason other than that specified on the permit (i.e., approved research, rehabilitation, 
or education). 

► PIT tag turtles. 
TAG TURTLES USING PIT TAGS ► PIT tagging turtles. ► Hold turtles for any reason other than that specified on the permit (i.e., approved research, rehabilitation, 

or education). 
► Flipper tag turtles. 

USE [LIVE] TURTLES IN 
EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATIONS 

► Using live turtles in educational presentations 
(e.g., away from the approved facility). 

► Holding loggerheads for educational 
display at an approved facility. 

► Transport or transfer turtles into or out of Florida. 

 


